
“Into this world, this demented 

inn in which there is absolutely 

no room for him at all, Christ 

comes uninvited.”  

-Thomas Merton 

These words come to me when 

experiencing the seemingly im-

placable unending issues of our 

world whether explored at the 

UN or heard on the nightly news 

—and they bring hope. Hope in 

the certain knowledge that no 

matter how much this world acts 

as if belief in the supreme good-

ness and power of God is a 

myth, no matter how many wars 

we wage or how much greed 

destroys our environment or hu-

man dignity, we women of Coun-

cil are blessed to know that He is 

there, just a breath away, wait-

ing for us with His infinite love 

that so surpasses human com-

prehension.   A love that brought 

Him, humbled and helpless, to 

human form, cradled in the arms 

of a young mother who undoubt-

edly was filled with wonder and 

fear and I am reminded of the 

beautiful line from Luci Shaw, 

“Older than eternity, now He is 

new” and I think of all the young 

mothers around our world hold-

ing their little ones.  Mothers 

also filled with joy at the gift of 

life and fear of what life may 

bring.  Still, they hope.  And we 

have been the instrument to 

answer that hope for 99 years.  

What a beautiful legacy and 

what an immense responsi-

bility as we carry our Mission 

forward to meet the needs of 

our beloved Church and of 

Society in this rapidly chang-

ing world.   

Our work as women of Coun-

cil, from filling Boxes of Joy to 

sending the beautiful CRS-

NCCW Christmas cards, and 

all the work we do through-

out the year to make this 

world conform to that de-

sired by our Creator, gives 

hope, leads to peace, and is 

a tangible sign of faith. 

Since I last wrote to you, I 

have been privileged to at-

tend the General Assembly of 

the World Union of Catholic 

Women’s Organisations in 

Senegal and the Fall Meeting 

of the United States Confer-

ence of Catholic Bishops.  

The new WUCWO resolutions 

resonate with hope urging 

care for the environment, 

care for the most vulnerable 

in the family, ending discrimi-

nation against women, and 

educating to holiness.  Al-

ways an extraordinary experi-

ence, this General Assembly 

was full of joy, dancing, and 

music that expressed exuber-

ant praise to God.  The Con-

ference of our Catholic Bish-

ops prayed and labored hard, 

extensively discussing how 

they can clearly effect and 

demonstrate a reform of a 

culture that permitted abuse, 

a culture that must no longer 

exist, praying and working to 

produce a consensus that will 

be sent to Rome that ex-

presses their desire to enact 

reform and to request an-

swers to questions posed by 

themselves, their priests, and 

the laity.  A very beautiful 

document and attendant 

teaching materials were also 

accepted at this meeting.  

This is their pastoral letter 

against racism that is a mag-

nificent, comprehensive, and 

elegant piece.  

Members should have re-

ceived their Annual Giving 

letter now.  While I do not like 

to mention financial re-

quests, please know that 

Council does need your gen-

erosity to exist and accom-

plish its work and I thank you 

in advance for any amount 

you are able to give as we 

depend on this Annual Giving 

to meet our budget to serve 

our members, providing pro-

grams and resources, and a 

national office and staff to 

coordinate our efforts. 

I am happy to share with you 

that after a good deal of 

work, the NCCW has received 

their tax-exempt certificate 
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from the Commonwealth of Virginia.  The piece 

that was needed was the successful audit result 

we enjoyed and I am grateful to Andrea, our Exec-

utive Director, our dedicated staff, our accounting 

firm and our wonderful National Treasurer, Rose 

Martinet for all that went into this effort. 

I thank all who allowed us in their generosity to 

send needed checks to Catholic Charities to assist 

those impacted by Hurricanes Florence and Mi-

chael.  On our website, please find prayers for 

those who are suffering from the devastating fires 

in California. 

On the website, you will also find the call for pro-

posed Resolutions and for nominations for nation-

al posts and for the Our Lady of Good Counsel 

award.  Please note the deadlines and the infor-

mation required. 

On the homepage of our website you will also find 

a wonderful new resource, Families Foster Voca-

tions written by our member, Jane Carter. This 

much needed, easy to use resource will assist 

families and parishes to gain vocations. 

As members of Council, I pray our journey through 

Advent is filled with goodness and hope so that we 

can celebrate with full hearts the extraordinary joy 

and peace of Christmas. We treasure the image of 

Our Lady of Good Counsel who holds her Divine 

toddler. May the New Year find us continuing to 

take our steps, sheltered in her mantle, to fulfill 

our Mission: for those without shelter, food, work, 

health, or freedom, for those who suffer from ad-

dictions, domestic violence, suicide, loneliness, 

despair, trafficking, and grief.  May God “prosper 

the work of our hands,” may you experience a 

fruitful Advent filled with hope, and may you feel 

the profound love and peace of Christmas in your 

hearts as we ask Our Lady of Good Counsel to 

intercede for us to receive the blessing of Her Di-

vine Son on our families, our world, and our Na-

tional Council of Catholic Women. A blessed Ad-

vent and a very Happy Christmas! 
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From the President-elect 

By Jean Kelly, NCCW President-
Elect 

Keep the ideas coming in about how 
to raise funds for Convention. This is 
the perfect time that you can suggest 
to family and friends that you would 
love to have a monetary gift to use 
for coming to the NCCW Convention.  
Another idea sent in was to decide 
now, with your family’s blessings, to 
use some of your tax return money to 

help pay for Convention. If you have other ideas, please  email them 
to me at  jeanakelly@hotmail.com and use "Raising Funds for Con-
vention" in the subject line. Keep looking for these in the next issues 
of Connect. 

In planning for the conventions I am amazed at all the help the hotel 
gives us in order for us to showcase all the wonderful things our 
commissions and committees are doing, to make arrangements for 
our Provinces to get together for a night of fun along with all the 
meetings, meals and liturgies!  Our Convention representative Va-
lerie Jensen helps us to get the best rates and pricing at our host 
hotel while incorporating all these many moving parts. In order to 
continue getting the discounted pricing and concessions each year, 
we have to provide guarantees of the number of sleeping rooms and 
food and beverage revenue we will provide to them. We encourage 
everyone to host their Province dinner in the hotel and we negotiate 
the best price for that in our contract, which incidentally has not 
increased for the last three years and will be the same for the next 
two as well!  

Booking rooms only through the NCCW link gives us the credit for 
those rooms and ensures you get our special discounts and 
perks.  For several years now, we have had to implement a very 
strict individual room cancellation policy so that we do not have 
individuals or groups holding numerous rooms and then canceling 
them at the last minute. When this happens, NCCW is still responsi-
ble for paying for those unused rooms which can ultimately lead to 
us having to increase pricing for the registration and other fees.  

Convention registration has stayed the same for the past few years 
too! We want to continue to offer you discounted pricing and incen-
tives, so please be sure to pay close attention to the individual can-
cellation dates that will be posted on our website and on our regis-
tration link. We know that occasionally an emergency occurs and we 
are sympathetic to that, but it is imperative you really try to honor 
your reservation. 

See you in Atlanta! 

 

https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/An-Introduction-to-NCCW-Updated-2018.pdf
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/An-Introduction-to-NCCW-Updated-2018.pdf
mailto:jeanakelly@hotmail.com
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No Member Call in December! 

Next member call: January 16, 2019 
The next member call “It’s a New Year – Now What?” 
will be held on January 16, 2019 and will be led by Jane 

Carter.  Jane has 2,019 ideas to help your Councils with 
membership programs, etc. and she is going to share 
some of them with you!  Consider the possibilities!! 

Member Call information 

Call in number for all calls:  (515) 739 - 1261    

Access Code: 703993#    

Times are 5 pm (PT), 6 pm (MT), 7 pm (CT), and 8 pm (ET) 

1.  If you join the call after the start time, please do not 

announce yourself despite the instruction to do so. 

2. When you join the call, please mute your phone by 

pressing *6.  You can take the phone off mute if you 

wish to speak by pressing *6 again. 

If you are unable to join the call, it will be recorded and a 

link will be posted on nccw.org. 

By Rose Martinet, Treasurer 
 
I hope that you and your families had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving. We were able to share our Thanksgiv-
ing meal a little ahead of time with a grammar 
school friend and her family. We have so many 
blessings to thank God for. 
  
A check for $3,835.00 was mailed to Catholic Chari-
ties Northwest Florida for victims of Hurricane Mi-
chael. Thank you so much for your continued gener-
osity! 
  
Affiliate dues notices were sent out in November.   
If your parish did not receive one, please contact 
the NCCW office at 703-224-0990. 
 
Affiliate dues renewals are due January 1st!  
 
Many thanks to those who have already sent in 
their dues. Your prompt response is greatly appreci-
ated. 
 

Wishing you and your families all the Joys and Bless-
ings of the Christmas Holidays.  May you have much 
time to spend enjoying friends and family and 
thanking the Lord for his blessings. Merry Christ-
mas! 

 Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us! 

From the Treasurer 



By Mary Rowley, Spirituality Commission Chair 

Our new liturgical year is beginning!  Here we are in the Advent Season, 

preparing ourselves for the Christ child who will make His presence 

known in a few short weeks. Let’s take a moment and think back over 

our year before we begin our preparations for the new one.  Although 

each of us has struggles and trials to deal with on a daily basis, we are 

all blessed beyond words. I say this because we all have the blessings of 

our Catholic faith, knowing the presence of God, feeling the presence of 

Christ when we are at Mass and receiving Him in the Eucharist. Our 

faith gives us hope. 

 

I know in my heart that I am grateful for the gift of my faith more than I 

can ever explain. It is by the gift of God in sending his Son to the earth 

that we can  experience the presence of the Holy Spirit at all times in 

life.  So even when things are harder than we like and we are sad be-

cause of family members we have lost, we can look to the gift of God in 

our faith that tells us that we will one day be with all of them. 

The NCCW Spirituality Commission Committee is encouraging all Coun-

cils of Catholic Women to partake in a prayerful time called the Seven 

Sisters Apostolate.  A Seven Sisters group begins when at least seven 

women respond to a call to the mission of the apostolate. The initial 

recipient of a Seven Sisters group should be their parish pastor. 

Each member commits to a Holy Hour on a distinct day of the week, 

thus covering a complete week. The commitment is to that day; the 

Seven Sister may pray at any time on that day. If she is unable to 

offer her Holy Hour, she is to secure a substitute. The Holy Hour is 

ideally prayed in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament – either in 

an Adoration Chapel or in front of a Tabernacle.   
 

This is a great way for us to be praying for our priests to ask God to 

strengthen them and guide them.  Please look at the website 

www.sevensistersapostolate.org to find out more prayers and infor-

mation.  Many dioceses already do this, but if your diocese or parish is 

not participating, I strongly encourage you to begin this. 

 

May this Advent be a true blessing for all of you and may your faith be 

ever enriched by the power of God. 
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Service Commission 

By Bev McCarvel, Leadership Commission Chair 

Here is an idea we are doing here in my diocese, the 
Winona-Rochester Diocese. We have a Daily Prayer Calen-
dar with squares for each day of the month. On the first 
day we pray for Pope Francis, our Bishop and our Deacons. 
On day 2- 29 all of the priests of the Diocese are listed, 5 or 
6 for each day. On day 30 we pray for all religious orders 
and on day 31 we pray for the seminarians. There is a pray-
er for Vocations and on the back is a picture of all the Sem-
inarians. Our Priests so need our prayers and this surely is 
a way to organize it so they do receive our prayers. Per-
haps a similar calendar can be distributed by your Diocese 
or by you, the Council of Catholic Women. 

There is a wonderful resource on the website, nccw.org, 
called “An Introduction to NCCW.” This is a wonderful 12-
page document written by the Leadership Commission 
past, but is still pertinent today. 

Check it out by clicking on Get involved, then click on the 
Leadership Commission and this will be the very first bullet 
point. 

I trust you had a good Thanksgiving with your family, as we 
look forward to Christmas with wonder. Take the time to 
enjoy this most wonderful time of the year.  

Father mentioned in his homily this morning at Mass that 
we are the vessels that hold our Lord, as we go through 
the doors of the church out into the world. That 
knowledge should make us smile, make us want to share 
that, make us want to evangelize. That is what God wants 
us to do. As leaders of the church through the Council of 
Catholic Women, be confident that you have the tools to 
do just that. Don’t be afraid to share your feelings with 
others. How does Council make you feel? Share what 
Council has done for you over the years. All women, of any 
age, need to hear that. As you are with family this holiday 
season, make sure NCCW comes up in the conversation.  

Share the gifts you have been given. 

 

Leadership Commission 

By Diane Tugander, Service Commission Chair 

May the blessing of this holy season be with all our 
Council sisters and their families! This month’s in-
stallment of “Our Special Stories of Service” brings to 
life a project we have heard about at several NCCW 
Conventions. Our thanks to Mary Ann Schmitt, Prov-
ince Director, from Oklahoma City for her submis-
sion. 

The Box of Joy program from Cross Catholic Out-
reach is great service project to get involved in. What 
a wonderful way to make a difference in a child’s life! 
The Tulsa, Oklahoma DCCW started participating in 
the Box of Joy program two years ago and their affili-
ates have taken the ball and run with it. As a matter 
of fact, Sacred Heart Church in Miami, Oklahoma was 
one of the first start-up parishes in the country when 
the program began years ago.  When NCCW part-
nered with Cross Catholic, they took the program to 
their affiliates and as they say, the rest is history. 

The number of boxes this year is still being tallied, 
but one affiliate alone has done 74 boxes and one 
parishioner has donated $500.00 to cover the ship-
ping. The group also purchases plastic boxes instead 
of using the paper ones provided by Cross Catholic. 
The box can then be utilized in multiple ways. It can 
haul/hold water, keep food safe or simply hold the 
treasurers of the child who received it. What a great 
idea and what a wonderful way to serve those less 
fortunate. This is a great project for the parishes and 
affiliates to participate in. Every child should have a 
gift for Christmas.  

https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/An-Introduction-to-NCCW-Updated-2018.pdf
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Last Call for Nominations!  

We want you!  The Time is Now! 
By Nancy Poll, Nominating Committee Chair 

 
With the December 15th deadline for submission of application quickly approaching, we hope you have started gathering your 
letters of endorsement, your jpeg photo and dusted off your Council resume. We have made it easy for you with this simple check-
list and election timeline. Check the NCCW website for application forms and NCCW Bylaws. See www.nccw.org. Click on About Us 
and you will find application information under Protocols. 
 
      QUALIFICATIONS 

 

 Candidates must be an active member of NCCW 

 Candidates must be able to communicate via email and be familiar with basic computer skills. 

 Candidates should preferably have held an office on the arch/diocesan, subdivision or local level.  President-Elect must have 
served as an arch/diocesan President. 

 President-Elect and Secretary attend three Board of Director meetings a year and attend monthly conference calls. 
 
Send all items of application electronically in ONE submission to the Nominating Committee Chairman, Nancy Poll,  
at 156nancy@bellsouth.net.  Deadline for submission is midnight December 15, 2018. 
 

NECESSARY ITEMS FOR SUBMISSION 
 

• Nomination Form from the NCCW Website 

• Letter of endorsement from applicant’s bishop 

• Letter of endorsement from applicant’s arch/diocesan Council president 

• 100-word statement of how applicant will fill the position 

• 250-word resume with experience listed in NCCW, Province, DCCW, Deanery, Parish, education, experience and interesting 
fact about your accomplishments 

• Current photo in jpeg format 
 

ELECTION TIMELINE 

 February 2019 – Announcement of candidates and candidate information is posted on the website, in the Connect and in the 
March issue of Catholic Woman.   

 APRIL 1 - MAY 1, 2019 – Voting takes place.   

 August 2019 - Installation of officers will take place at the NCCW Convention in Atlanta, GA.  
 
For complete requirements, application form, and NCCW Bylaws, see www.nccw.org.   
If you have any questions, please contact Nominating Committee Chair Nancy Poll 156nancy@bellsouth.net. 

By Teresa Sarzynski, Our Lady of Good Counsel Award Committee Chair 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award Committee is looking for exemplary women to be nominat-

ed for the Our Lady of Good Counsel Award, 2019. Nomination forms are located on the home 

page of nccw.org as well as under commissions and committees. The nomination form has 

several requirements and needs to be completed and submitted in its entirety by April 25, 

2019.  Please download a complete packet found on the NCCW website with submission re-

quirements. And please don’t delay in thinking about whom you want to nominate and 

getting the paperwork submitted to the NCCW office! 

 

Our Lady of Good Counsel 2019 Award 

https://www.nccw.org/protocols/
http://www.nccw.org
mailto:156nancy@bellsouth.net
http://www.nccw.org
mailto:156nancy@bellsouth.net
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2019-NCCW-Our-Lady-of-Good-Counsel-Award-Submision-Packet.pdf
https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/2019-NCCW-Our-Lady-of-Good-Counsel-Award-Submision-Packet.pdf
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By Yvonne W. Pygatt, Resolutions Chair 

Resolutions are statements of direction for NCCW and members to use for program planning. Resolutions will be discussed and 
presented to the members for a vote during the Annual Business Meeting at the 2019 Annual Convention in Atlanta, Georgia  

Resolutions Committee: A Resolutions Committee consisting of seven (7) members has been appointed by the Board of Directors 
with Yvonne W. Pygatt, as Chair, Irene Schmidt,  Diann Nance, Karen Painter, Marla Johnston, Louise Hartz and Linda Knepfler.  

The Resolutions Committee will: 

1.  Review all resolutions based on the focus/theme. 

2.  Consolidate all similar resolutions into one that encompasses a similar issue. 

Submission Process. All resolutions must be submitted with the NCCW 2019 Proposed Resolution Submission Form which will be 
available on the NCCW website, www.nccw.org, and must meet the submission deadline to be considered. The following infor-
mation is a summary process for the consideration of resolutions: 

Deadline for Submissions. NCCW Bylaws require that any resolutions offered by members for consideration at the Annual Busi-
ness Meeting must be submitted six (6) months prior to the opening date of the Annual Meeting. This year that date is February 
23, 2019. Please submit resolutions to yvonne.pygatt@aol.com to arrive by the submission deadline of February 23, 2019. 

Elements of a Resolution: 

•    A formal statement of purpose 

•    A rationale for the resolution 

•    A call for specific action 

For details, please see the NCCW 2019 Proposed Resolution Submission Form and the Format Example of a NCCW Proposed Reso-
lution that are online at www.nccw.org. 

Criteria for Resolutions: 

•    Consistent with the NCCW Mission Statement and constructive in nature 

•    National in scope 

•    Capable of implementation by NCCW membership on a national level 

•    Submitted according to the required format and timetable 

•    Does not duplicate a previously approved resolution but could amend or update a previous resolution by modifying or up-
dating the call for action 

Approval Process. The Resolutions Committee shall review resolutions received and present them to the Board of Directors with 
recommendations for consideration and approval. By majority vote, the Board of Directors shall have the power to reject any res-
olution. If a resolution is rejected by the Board of Directors, the member submitting the resolution may present it for considera-
tion at the Annual Meeting provided there is a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting members in favor of considering the proposed 
resolution. The official notice of the proposed resolution approved by the Board of Directors with an explanation of the rationale 
of the Board of Directors must be sent to the membership at least two (2) months prior to the Annual Meeting (June 25, 2019).  
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 Domestic Violence 

By Kathy Bonner 

Rings of Council 

By Jody Watermann, LTD Team Member 

The National Council of Catholic Women is organized 

into several levels or rings.  It is important to under-

stand these rings and how they work as a vehicle to get 

important information from one level to the next and 

how to use the representation at each level to its best 

advantage. 

The most comprehensive level is the National Council 

of Catholic Women.  The officers of NCCW are elected 

by the membership.  The board members are the Prov-

ince Directors from throughout the United States and 

the Military CCW.  These Province Directors attend 

NCCW board meetings and bring information and sug-

gested activities back to their Province. 

A Province is made up of several dioceses. NCCW uses 

the same geographical divisions as the United States 

Council of Catholic Bishops to define the province.  The 

president of each member diocese serves on the Prov-

ince Board.  The president of the province may be ap-

pointed or elected.  Each province has its own guide-

lines that it follows. 

The next level is a diocese.  The diocesan board should 

be made up of officers that may be elected and the 

presidents of the next level. This next level can be re-

ferred to in many ways, depending on the area of the 

country you live in.  It can be called a deanery, a dis-

trict, a vicariate or some other name.  Basically, it again 

follows USCCB divisions. 

Leadership at the deanery level should bring parish 

presidents together as its board.  Unfortunately, this 

level is sometimes inactive and information doesn’t get 

to the parish level.  When this happens, the programs 

of NCCW may suffer. 

BUT, if your parish is affiliated with NCCW, and you 

finance attendance at the NCCW Annual Convention 

for your president where she has a vote in all the busi-

ness sessions, you will be able to implement NCCW 

programs directly.  Be aware that many parishes use 

different names to identify their women’s group so 

check with your parish to make sure they pay their 

annual dues to NCCW. 

The most important level is YOU!  Without you there would be 
no NCCW.  You can be an individual member (go to 
www.nccw.org/membership/ to join if you are not already an 
individual member). 
 

Together we can be a force for good in our communities. Thank 

you for being a part of NCCW! 

http://www.nccw.org/membership/
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Education Committee:  Declutter our Hearts 

By Beth Mahoney, Education Com-

mittee Chair 

This month is an exciting time for us 

to look at the document, Laudato Si 

and reflect on the care of our envi-

ronment and all of creation. Mary, 

with whom we journey in a special 

way during the season of Advent, is 

the mother of Jesus and the Mother 

and Queen of all creation.  Hence, 

our mother too! We can pause to ask 

her to enable us to look at this world 

with eyes of wisdom.  As we educate 

ourselves on this papal document, 

we are reminded that St. Joseph can 

inspire us to work with a generous 

heart and much gentleness in pro-

tecting this world which God has en-

trusted to us.  As we reflect on the 

presence of the Holy Family and pre-

pare ourselves to receive the Christ 

Child into our hearts and homes this 

Christmas, let us declutter our lives.  

The many commercial distractions 

and holiday events can prevent us 

from truly experiencing the love, 

peace and joy of this Holy Season. 

This act of cleaning our hearts will 

provide us with a change in attitude 

that will help us develop a serene 

attentiveness in life.   

One concrete way to express this new 

attitude is when we stop and give 

thanks to God before and after meals. 

Pope Francis in Laudato Si asked all 

believers to return to this beautiful 

and meaningful custom. As Catholic 

women, let us strive to declutter our 

lives and make room for the birth of 

our Savior, Jesus Christ. 

“A constant flood of new consumer 

goods can baffle the heart and pre-

vent us from cherishing each thing 

and each moment. To be serenely pre-

sent to each reality, however small it 

may be, opens us to much greater ho-

rizons of understanding and personal 

fulfilment. Christian spirituality pro-

poses a growth marked by moderation 

and the capacity to be happy with 

little. It is a return to that simplicity 

which allows us to stop and appreci-

ate the small things, to be grateful for 

the opportunities which life affords us, 

to be spiritually detached from what 

we possess, and not to succumb to 

sadness for what we lack.” (Laudato 

Si, 222)  
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Legislative Advocacy 

The Farm Bill S. 3042: Principles and Priorities 

By Karen Painter, Legislative Advocacy Co-Chair 

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(USCCB), the National Catholic Rural Life Conference 

(NCRLC), Catholic Charities USA (CCUSA), and Catho-

lic Relief Services (CRS) have worked closely to sup-

port policies in the current Farm Bill that support 

rural communities and family farms; strengthen and 

expand domestic anti-hunger programs; promote 

conservation and good stewardship of the land; en-

sure safe living and working conditions for farm 

workers; promote fairness for farmers in developing 

countries; and provide food security aid efficiently 

and effectively to hungry people worldwide.  

Highlights of a group letter discussing the pros and 

cons recently sent to the United States Senate: 

• Domestic Hunger and Nutrition: Millions of 

struggling families continue to face the perils of 

food insecurity on a daily basis. Food production 

and the ability to feed oneself and a family are 

essential national concerns.  

• International Food Security and Development: 

Thanking the Committee's steadfast support for 

international food assistance programs, includ-

ing  Food for Peace, McGovern-Dole, Food for 

Progress, and the Farmer-to-Farmer programs. 

• Subsidies:  The bill does a good job of assisting 

small and medium-sized farms and ranchers by 

maintaining Price Loss Coverage and making 

modest improvements to Agriculture Risk Cover-

age insurance. 

• Conservation: The bill plays an essential role in 

ensuring that the earth is protected, reminding 

us of God's invitation to "cultivate and care for " 

creation. 

• Rural Development: Rural communities and 

small towns are the backbone of the social and 

economic life of America. Yet their viability is 

jeopardized by slow economic improvement and 

aging infrastructure.   

Before the November elections the Farm Bill 

Conference Committee were hammering out 

the details of a final Farm Bill. They were work-

ing to reconcile the bipartisan cooperation of 

the House and Senate version of the Farm Bill 

for a final version that will require votes in both 

chambers and a signature by the president.  If a 

new Farm Bill is not completed before the end 

of the year, then the new Congress must restart 

the Farm Bill process.  

Contact your Congressmen and Senators urg-
ing them to pass the current  Farm Bill. 
 
Information is from USCCB.org 

http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/agriculture-nutrition-rural-issues/farm-bill.cfm
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We wish you all a blessed and joyous Christmas! 


