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January 2019 

By Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski 

2019!  Welcome to the New Year and 

may it be very happy and most blessed 

for you and yours. 

The name of the month, January, al-

ways makes me think back to High 

School Latin class where as freshmen 

we learned that it was named after the 

Roman god, Janus, who, with the ability 

to look back at the past and look for-

ward into the future, symbolized begin-

nings and endings.  And that immedi-

ately makes me think of the privilege 

we have of knowing the true Beginning 

and End, the Alpha and the Omega, our 

one eternal God.  Knowing Him, we also 

have a responsibility to bring the Good 

News of the saving grace of God to all, 

the New Evangelization, which is the 

focus of His Holiness’ Prayer Intention 

for January.    

We begin the year with the beautiful 

feast of Mary, Mother of God on Janu-

ary 1st and I would ask you to please say 

a prayer for our Board that will meet 

this month.  During the meeting, many 

of the Board will pray at the Vigil Mass 

at the National Shrine and then partici-

pate in the March for Life in Washing-

ton, D.C.  Later in the month, we have 

the Gospel reading about the wedding 

feast in Cana with Mary’s admonition, 

“Do whatever He tells you.”  May our 

NCCW be granted the grace to follow 

Our Lady’s advice so that our members 

continue to grow in faith formation and 

in our ability to further the NCCW Mis-

sion. 

A New Year brings with it thoughts of 

transition, of making resolutions.   It 

also makes me a bit nostalgic for what 

we are leaving.  I think this translates 

for us women and Spiritual Advisors of 

Council into our desire to answer the 

needs of modern Society and our 

Church while retaining all the good and 

wonderful things that we love and 

treasure about Council.   

We say good-bye to our focus on Evan-
gelii Gaudium for the past year with its 
related theme of NCCW:  Reflecting the 
Joy of God, Faithful Missionary Disciples 
and now embrace our new focus on the 
encyclical, Laudato Si, with our theme 
transitioning to NCCW:  Reflecting the 
Joy of God, Caring for His Creation. 
 
To respond to our Mission requirement 
to remain current and tuned into 
providing assistance for modern day 
needs in our world and Church, I am 
pleased to announce that we shall soon 
have a new resource available that will 
assist us in one of the areas most crucial 
to the future of our Church here in the 
US.  With the title, Calling all Catholics, 
this resource is designed to assist fami-
lies to keep their children in the Church 
and to bring those who have left, “back 
home.”  This comes to us soon after the 
beautiful new resource to foster voca-
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tions that you will find on the homep-
age of our website (www.nccw.org).  
Both are gifts to us from our talented 
and devoted member, Jane Carter.  In 
further response to the needs of our 
day, our Spirituality Commission will 
soon have ready resources and prayers 
that will help those facing grief, particu-
larly those who are suffering due to the 
suicide of a loved one. This follows their 
response to the need for prayers for 
those addicted and those caring for the 
addicted and the three deeply beautiful 
mini-retreats they prepared for us.   At 
the January Board meeting, our Educa-
tion Committee plans on placing the 
finishing touches on a guide to lead us 
through Laudato Si, the encyclical cho-
sen for our study this year. We have 
added an additional school to our Holy 
Land pen pal project and we continue to 
work together on our national project 
against Human Trafficking. Our wonder-
ful new Guidance & Resource Manual 
has been translated into Spanish and 
will be available soon from the printer 
in that language. The English edition is 
already in its second printing!  Members 
will also find that as an additional new 
benefit, they will receive 10% off items 
from our NCCW Store.  Our new NCCW-
CRS Christmas cards proved to be a 
lovely way to showcase our long associ-
ation with CRS and we received many 
wonderful comments about the cards.  
From this, you can see that we try to 
remain current with the needs of 
Church and Society while remaining 
faithful to those principles that define 
the best of our NCCW. 
Our staff brainstorms each Monday 

after they pray together to try to devel-

op new ways for us to increase our 

membership.  Last year, they suggested 

that we occasionally honor a prominent 

Catholic woman with a special honorary 

membership in the NCCW.  This was 

approved by our Board and I am very 

pleased to let you know that at our 

2019 Convention in Atlanta, we shall be 

privileged to have with us our first re-

cipient of this award, Mother Dolores 

Hart, O.S.B.  At the height of a film ca-

reer that included feature films with 

Elvis Presley, Montgomery Clift, Antho-

ny Quinn, and other famous actors, she 

stunned Hollywood with her decision to 

enter a cloistered Benedictine monas-

tery. A film has been made about her 

remarkable life called, God is the Bigger 

Elvis.  We are very happy that Mother 

can come to Atlanta to receive her 

award.  Our President-Elect and Con-

vention Chair, Jean Kelly, will have up-

dates for you on this and so much 

more.  The hotel for the Convention is 

beautiful with meeting rooms all on one 

floor and our area hostess CCW’s are 

eager and ready to dazzle us!  So, we 

have some exciting new things to offer 

our membership and look forward to a 

wonderful year as we pray and work 

together. 

A most Happy and Blessed New Year to 

all! 

http://www.nccw.org
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From the President-elect 

 

By Jean Kelly, NCCW Presi-
dent-Elect 

Happy New Year! 

Are you still working on 
ways to raise funds to 
help defray costs to come 
to convention in Atlanta? 
How about hosting a recy-
cle and reuse sale of spe-
cific items like scarves, 
tops, and accessories? You 

could call it “Transformations for $20 or less” or 
something else that is catchy.  Have your members 
donate these and sell them after Mass or after one of 
your events. One of our resolutions is to help the en-
vironment and this would certainly be a great way to 
put that into action. Another way is to have your 
name entered into the Convention contest drawing to 
win Convention registration and 5 nights of lodging.  
Every time you obtain a new member your name (and 
hers) will be entered into the drawing—if you win this 
helps your Council!  

*W*I*N* With NCCCW is the Convention contest this 
year.  For every new member that you register, your 
name and the new member’s name will be entered to 
win 2019 Convention registration and 5 nights 
(Tuesday – Saturday) at the Renaissance Waverly ho-
tel in Atlanta! There will be two second prize winners 
who will receive $100 toward items from our NCCW 
Store. 

The theme of this year’s Convention is “NCCW: Caring 
for God’s Creation“ 

The link to making your room reservations is https://
book.passkey.com/e/49837143.  We are also going to 
have the capability for you to be able to put your 
name on a list if you are looking to share a room.  
Make sure to wait to make your reservation until you 
have all guests’ names that are staying together.  You 
can use the link or call the number 1-888-391-8724 
and be sure to mention National Council of Catholic 
Women to receive the rates of $139.00 Single, 
$159.00 Double, $179.00 Triple and $199.00 for a 
Quad. Be sure to note the cancellation policy that is 
posted on the website too. 

January Member Call 
The next member call —“It’s a New Year – Now 

What?” —will be held on January 16, 2019 and will be 

led by Jane Carter.  Jane has 2,019 ideas to help your 

Councils with membership programs, etc. and she is 

going to share some of them with you!  Consider the 

possibilities!! 

Member Call information 

Call in number for all calls:  (515) 739 - 1261    

Access Code: 703993#    

Times are 5 pm (PT), 6 pm (MT), 7 pm (CT), and 8 pm 

(ET) 

1.  If you join the call after the start time, please do 

not announce yourself despite the instruction to 

do so. 

2. When you join the call, please mute your phone 

by pressing *6.  You can take the phone off mute 

if you wish to speak by pressing *6 again. 

If you are unable to join the call, it will be recorded 

and a link will be posted on nccw.org. 

Watch for more Convention information to be post-
ed on the website and in the next Connect.  Mother 
Delores Hart is the speaker for the Welcome lunch-
eon to be held on Wednesday August 21, 2019.  
Remember this is open to everyone but is a ticketed 
event and you can register for it when the registra-
tion is online.      

A Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage Experience is being 
planned and a local tour is in the works.  Keep 
checking the website and watch for the next issue 
of Connect.   

https://book.passkey.com/e/49837143
https://book.passkey.com/e/49837143
http://www.nccw.org
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Service Commission: Can an Innocent Person Be Put to Death? 

By Diane Tugander, Service Commission Chair 

Happy new year!  With January being recognized as 
Respect Life Month, we are taking a break from our 
usual "Sharing our Special Stories of Service" to bring 
to you something of great concern to our Bishops 
and many around our country. We know respect for 
life begins in the womb and follows us to the grave. 
The Church’s teachings are firm on this; we must al-
ways Respect Life!  I wish to thank Beverly South for 
the following article/information.  

Can An Innocent Person Be Put to Death?  

The Catholic Church has long played a role advo-
cating against the death penalty. The concerns have 
centered on whether the death penalty is fairly and 
justly applied, and whether an innocent person can 
be put to death.  And now, most recently, the Cate-
chism of the Catholic Church has been updated to 
describe capital punishment as “inadmissible” and an 
attack on the “dignity of the person.” 

I had the opportunity to attend the 2018 Missouri 
Catholic Conference held in Jefferson City, Missouri, 
in October, where I heard speakers Larry Hildebrand 
and Joe Amrine tell compelling stories of the realities 
of sitting as a juror on a capital murder case and of 
living 16 years on death row.  

Joe Amrine was serving a sentence in the Missouri 
State Penitentiary in Jefferson City when a fellow in-
mate was stabbed to death nearby. Mr. Amrine was 
found guilty of that inmate’s murder and spent 16 
years in tortuous limbo on death row.  He soon be-
came referred to, not as Mr. Amrine, but as CP48. He 
was the 48th man sentenced to capital punishment 
(death) since Missouri reinstated the death penalty 
in 1976. But was he guilty of that committing that 
murder…? 

Deacon Larry Hildebrand was one of the jurors who 
helped convict and sentence Mr. Amrine.  However, 
Mr. Hildebrand never felt comfortable with either 
the verdict or the sentence and set out on a 15 year 

journey to find more facts about the case. The more 
he learned that neither witnesses nor evidence 
brought against Mr. Amrine were credible, the more 
he became dedicated to helping get the conviction 
overturned.  In 2003, Mr. Amrine became the 111th 
person exonerated nationally from death row.  

Both men told their stories of regret, fear, redemp-
tion, faith in God and of their lives after Mr. Amrine’s 
exoneration. “The death penalty doesn’t do any good 
whatsoever except to snuff out another human life,” 
said Deacon Hildebrand. “And what if the system gets 
it wrong? There’s no going back. It’s final.”   

 

Sources:   

Amrine & Hildebrand (October 6, 2018) “To Live or 
Die: A Jury Decides,” Breakout session at Missouri 
Catholic Conference (MCC) Annual Assembly.                                                                                   
Jay Nies. (2018). Wrongly convicted of murder, Joe 
Amrine to lead workshop with jury member during 
MCC Annual Assembly, Oct. 6 at Helias. Accessed from 
The Catholic Missourian @ http://
www.catholicmissourianonline.com/stories/wrongly-
convicted-of- murder-joe-amrine-to-lead-workshop-
with-jury-member-during-mcc-annual,1127  

Witcher, T.R. (July 4, 2002). So Long, Joe: While Joe 
Amrine waits to die, Missouri courts won't admit they 
could have been wrong.  Accessed from The Pitch@ 
https://www.thepitchkc.com/news/article/20613179/
so-long-joe 

http://www.catholicmissourianonline.com/stories/wrongly-convicted-of-%20murder-joe-amrine-to-lead-workshop-with-jury-member-during-mcc-annual,1127
http://www.catholicmissourianonline.com/stories/wrongly-convicted-of-%20murder-joe-amrine-to-lead-workshop-with-jury-member-during-mcc-annual,1127
http://www.catholicmissourianonline.com/stories/wrongly-convicted-of-%20murder-joe-amrine-to-lead-workshop-with-jury-member-during-mcc-annual,1127
http://www.catholicmissourianonline.com/stories/wrongly-convicted-of-%20murder-joe-amrine-to-lead-workshop-with-jury-member-during-mcc-annual,1127
https://www.thepitchkc.com/news/article/20613179/so-long-joe
https://www.thepitchkc.com/news/article/20613179/so-long-joe
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Spirituality Commission 

By Bev McCarvel, Leadership Commission Chair 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  

Well, here we are beginning a new year of NCCW. So 
glad you are a part of this great organization and I 
want to thank “you,” yes “you” for all you do for 
NCCW, no matter at what level you are, “you” are 
important to this organization. Thank You! 

I would like to talk about leaving a legacy of succes-
sion. John C. Maxwell writes in his book Leadership 
101 that we pay the price today to assure success 
tomorrow. Success comes when the leader empow-
ers followers to do great things with her. Significance 
comes when she develops leaders to do great things 
for her. But a legacy is created only when a person 
puts her organization into the position to do great 
things without her. Those of you who are leaders who 
have stepped down, I hope you can say this about 
your Council. This organization should be better be-
cause you were a part of it and it is now in good 
hands to continue in that same vein under new lead-
ership. According to John C. Maxwell, when all is said 
and done, your ability as a leader will not be judged 
by what you achieved personally or even by what 
your team accomplished during your term. You will 
be judged by how well your people and your organi-
zation did after you are gone. Your lasting value will 
be measured by succession. 

You know what this sounds like, don’t you? Mentor-
ing. It’s never to late to mentor the people you are 
working with. If you need more information, check 
out Mentoring under Leadership at nccw.org.  

Also, on our website the new “Water for Life” video is 
available. If someone has a lap top, have them bring 
it to your next meeting and go to our website and 
click on ABOUT US, then click on NCCW PARTNERS 
and you will see it. The video is only about 10 
minutes long but it is a very informative and powerful 
video. Show it often on all rings of Council. Let’s let 
everyone see it. 

Leadership Commission 

By Mary Rowley, Spirituality Commission Chair 

Happy 2019 to each of you!   

Goodness…the things that happen with a new 

year! New planning, new goals, new resolutions to 

try to keep for more than three days!  With reso-

lutions in mind this brings to the front the topic of 

NCCW resolutions.  Our spirituality commission is 

in the process of writing a couple of them to be 

reviewed by the Resolution Committee and then 

hopefully sent on for our 2019 Convention.  I hope 

everyone knows that resolutions are an ACTION 

item and not merely something to forget about 

once they are voted on. 

NCCW does such a great job in fine-tuning resolu-

tions for the betterment of our Council and socie-

ty in general.  Somehow we need to all pass these 

along in our Councils.  Maybe at the end of the 

opening prayer we can focus on what we will do 

for a resolution for the month during our business 

meetings. 

Another thing I want to share with you is that our 

Spirituality Commission has been working very 

hard on a rosary resource for those who have lost 

a child through miscarriage, sickness or accident 

or through death by suicide, and for those whose 

children have suffered bullying.  Each sub-group in 

our committee has taken a piece of this and 

brought their own personal stories in. We hope to 

have this resource complete within the next few 

weeks so that our members can begin using this 

very helpful and compassionate prayer.  I believe 

100% that it will help comfort our members who 

have lost someone and are hurting.  There is no 

one saying that you need to hurry through your 

grief, only time can heal and the power of prayer 

too and our Blessed Mother putting her arms 

around us through our pain and so that we realize 

she knows exactly what we are going through. 

https://www.nccw.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/Mentoring-Women-Updated-2018.pdf
http://www.nccw.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Av0ff-wVfZs
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By Teresa Sarzynski, NCCW Secretary and Our Lady of Good Coun-

sel Award Committee Chair 

Who do you know that is the “Best in Council”?  Anyone who 

“floats to the top” when you are considering women who have in-

fluenced you or who show all the “best” qualities of Council mem-

bers. 

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award committee is looking for exem-

plary women nominations for the Our Lady of Good Counsel 

Award, 2019.  Nomination forms are located on the home page of 

the nccw.org website.  The nomination form has several require-

ments and needs to be completed and submitted in its entirety by 

April 25, 2019.  Please think about whom you want to nominate 

and get the paperwork submitted to the NCCW office. We need the 

“best of the best of the best.” 

Our Lady of Good Counsel 2019 Award 

LTD:  Looking for Opportunities in Council  

By Linda Clark, NCCW Trainer and Lead Coordinator  

We have all heard the saying, “New Year, New You!”  

It has been said that we must first look back and see 

what we experienced in 2018 to evaluate how we will 

be ANEW in 2019. 

Personally, I cannot reflect back or look for new oppor-

tunities for a “New Me” without first thinking of NCCW.  

The impact of our organization has played a huge part in 

my life, and I have been so fortunate to be part of the 

LTD team traveling around our nation meeting and 

bonding with my sisters in Christ.  We have opportuni-

ties every day to make a difference.  Let 2019 bring 

‘Light to your Life”.  Become more involved in Council, 

perhaps by encouraging someone, signing up for some-

thing you have not tried before, seeking assistance 

when needed and giving assistance when asked. Council 

affords us so many opportunities to grow and become 

closer to Christ.  Seek these opportunities.  Make a list, 

and may you discover it is a lot easier to accomplish 

your list, than it is to keep a New Year’s resolution.  This 

would be a good activity for your affiliation to do as a 

group at the beginning of the year.   

 

“May Light always surround you; 

Hope kindle and rebound you. 

May your Hurts turn to Healing; 

Your Heart embrace Feeling. 

May Wounds become Wisdom; 

Every Kindness a Prism. 

May Laughter infect you; 

Your Passion resurrect you. 

May Goodness inspire  

your Deepest Desires. 

Through all that you Reach For,  

May your arms Never Tire.”  

-D. Simone 

https://www.nccw.org/
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By Yvonne W. Pygatt, Resolutions Chair 

Resolutions are statements of direction for NCCW and members to use for program planning. Resolutions will be discussed and 
presented to the members for a vote during the Annual Business Meeting at the 2019 Annual Convention in Atlanta, Georgia  

Resolutions Committee: A Resolutions Committee consisting of seven (7) members has been appointed by the Board of Directors 
with Yvonne W. Pygatt, as Chair, Irene Schmidt,  Diann Nance, Karen Painter, Marla Johnston, Louise Hartz and Linda Knepfler.  

The Resolutions Committee will: 

1.  Review all resolutions based on the focus/theme. 

2.  Consolidate all similar resolutions into one that encompasses a similar issue. 

Submission Process. All resolutions must be submitted with the NCCW 2019 Proposed Resolution Submission Form which will be 
available on the NCCW website, www.nccw.org, and must meet the submission deadline to be considered. The following infor-
mation is a summary process for the consideration of resolutions: 

Deadline for Submissions. NCCW Bylaws require that any resolutions offered by members for consideration at the Annual Busi-
ness Meeting must be submitted six (6) months prior to the opening date of the Annual Meeting. This year that date is February 
23, 2019. Please submit resolutions to yvonne.pygatt@aol.com to arrive by the submission deadline of February 23, 2019. 

Elements of a Resolution: 

•    A formal statement of purpose 

•    A rationale for the resolution 

•    A call for specific action 

For details, please see the NCCW 2019 Proposed Resolution Submission Form and the Format Example of a NCCW Proposed Reso-
lution that are online at www.nccw.org. 

Criteria for Resolutions: 

•    Consistent with the NCCW Mission Statement and constructive in nature 

•    National in scope 

•    Capable of implementation by NCCW membership on a national level 

•    Submitted according to the required format and timetable 

•    Does not duplicate a previously approved resolution but could amend or update a previous resolution by modifying or up-
dating the call for action 

Approval Process. The Resolutions Committee shall review resolutions received and present them to the Board of Directors with 
recommendations for consideration and approval. By majority vote, the Board of Directors shall have the power to reject any res-
olution. If a resolution is rejected by the Board of Directors, the member submitting the resolution may present it for considera-
tion at the Annual Meeting provided there is a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting members in favor of considering the proposed 
resolution. The official notice of the proposed resolution approved by the Board of Directors with an explanation of the rationale 
of the Board of Directors must be sent to the membership at least two (2) months prior to the Annual Meeting (June 25, 2019).  
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 Domestic Violence 

Would you be able to help a vic-

tim of Domestic Violence lo-

cate a shelter? 

By Kathy Bonner  

In the endeavor to educate about 
Domestic Violence through the 
NCCW Women Healing The Wounds 
resources and speaking on the issue 
across the country, this was one 
question recently addressed.  

Question:  How could I locate the 
Domestic Violence Shelter in my 
area?   

Answer:  The locations are kept 
secret for safety reasons but you 
may be able to get help online.  

The sample illustration shows what 
can be found in Florida. By typing in 
FCADV (Florida Coalition Against Do-
mestic Violence) you can find a map 
that allows you to click on the geo-
graphic area and the information for 
shelters is made available. This is an 
example of what might be available 
in your area. It is not always safe for 
a victim to use their computer to 
obtain this life saving information, 
but we can help.  

Action:  You don’t need to be an ex-
pert but being familiar with the re-
sources could be a lifesaver.  

You can advocate for victims by re-
searching your local and state infor-
mation, gather details to include in 
your newsletters, reports for your 
level of council, and on your web-
sites. The more we know the more 
lives we can save. 

Now you will be ready if you are 
asked the question! 

Example of a state’s listing of DV shelters (Florida Coalition Against Domestic Violence) 

https://www.fcadv.org/
https://www.fcadv.org/
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Education Committee:  Mental Pollution 

By Beth Mahoney, Education Com-

mittee Chair 

As we prepare to travel to Washington, 

DC for the March for Life we pause to 

remember that we begin this month of 

January with the first day dedicated to 

the Solemnity of Mary, the mother of 

God and for Peace in our World. In the 

Encyclical Letter, Laudato Si Pope Francis 

states: “Human beings too are creatures 

of this world, enjoying a right to life and 

happiness, and endowed with unique 

dignity. So we cannot fail to consider the 

effects on people’s lives of environmental 

deterioration, current models of develop-

ment and the throwaway culture.” (43) 

In this day and age of internet and digital 

media we are losing the sense of inter-

personal communications with each oth-

er. If we friend someone on Monday, we 

can unfriend them by Friday and feel no 

personal pain or discomfort, for we 

simply push a button and the problem is 

gone.  Pope Francis refers to this as a 

kind of mental pollution. We can write 

statements, post pictures, like or dislike 

a comment and never come face to face 

with the person that we are commenting 

about in life. If we were to be in the 

physical presence of this person there 

would be more to consider, because we 

would be seeing and witnessing the issue 

in real time in person. This is something 

for us to consider during this month 

when we pray for those who are in the 

womb, who cannot defend themselves. 

This focus on the right to life touches on 

what Pope Francis is challenging us to 

face. We push a button with a comment 

and someone may be harmed.  We feel no 

pain, we are unaware of the pain that was 

caused, yet the person could be emotion-

ally, physically or spiritually harmed for 

life. Let us pause to evaluate how we re-

late to our Council sisters,  and strive to 

avoid such damaging mental pollution. 

Instead, let us reach out to everyone  with 

the respect and reverence due every hu-

man person as they are the image and 

likeness of God.  

Photo by Simon Hattinga on Unsplash 
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Legislative Advocacy: Meet Your New State Legislators 

Sheila S. Hopkins, Legislative Advocacy Co-Chair 

Now that the dust has settled after elections, it 

is time to personally meet with your newly 

elected state legislators.  Schedule a personal 

meeting while they are in their legislative dis-

trict office where they will have more time to 

meet. If you are not within driving distance, 

write them a letter welcoming them to the job 

and that you are looking forward to a future 

meeting.  

Almost all states have a Catholic Conference or 

an affiliated member who act as the official pub-

lic policy voice under the guidance of their bish-

ops.  You may already be involved in their legis-

lative activities such as Catholic Days at the Cap-

itol. Go to the website for the National Associa-

tion of State Catholic Conference Directors at 

nasccd.org and click on your state for contact 

information.  

It is important to learn the principles of Catholic 

social teaching and the dignity of human life to 

be effective advocates for the Catholic Church. 

We advocate issues, not partisan politics. Catho-

lic Conference staff offer training and infor-

mation on what will be the issues of importance 

in the upcoming legislative session. Most have 

an electronic action alert system that will send 

their message from you directly to your legisla-

tor when an issue is coming to a vote.  

By building a relationship of trust, legislators 

may contact you for information on certain is-

sues coming up for a vote. Always check with 

the Catholic Conference as bill content can 

change going through the process.   It is our 

moral responsibility to be involved in the politi-

cal process as the legislation passed affects the 

life and dignity of human beings. 

Sheila Hopkins was Director of Social Con-

cerns/Respect Life for the Florida Catholic 

Conference, 2002-2013. 

 

NCCW Store 

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to purchase a warm, 

cozy NCCW sweatshirt—perfect for winter weather! Only 

$25 — plus NCCW members get a 10% discount! So go 

online at nccw.org or give us a call at (703) 224-0990 

today! 

 

http://www.nasccd.org
http://www.nccw.org

