The
Connect

March 2020

From the President
By Jean Kelly
Happy Birthday NCCW!! What are you
doing to celebrate? Be sure to share in
the affiliate happenings section on the
website. I hope you celebrate in a big
way! 100 years is a lot to be proud of.
Be sure to share in your local papers too.
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How is your Lenten Journey going so far?
I am working on going out of my way
every day to introduce someone new to
Council or to share with current members something they might not know
about Council. I am making suggestions
to use existing resources and programs
and reminding members to call in on the
member call and rosary call every month.
I hope you try this too!
Convention registration is going strong.
Get yours in now and be assured of being
able to attend! We know many of you
have been waiting for this centennial celebration and we don’t want you to miss
out! In order to accommodate everyone
in the space we have we are requiring a
convention registration for all ticketed
events. For security, everyone will need
to have a convention badge.
It is not too early to start thinking about
Mother’s Day. You can send in the names
of all the women who have been important to you in your life and they will
be remembered at the special Mother’s
Day Masses at the Basilica of the National
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in

Washington, D.C. I know my list grows
longer and longer every year.

The information about the Mother’s
Day Remembrance was sent out via
eblast and is on the NCCW website.
Click here to sign up for the Mother’s
Day prayer cards and Masses at the
Basilica.
Have you signed up for the Friends
with Pens program? NCCW is partnering with the Order of Malta to bring
this to you. “Modeled after the ministry of Jesus, who showed mercy and
forgiveness to all who asked, this program confirms to the incarcerated that
God has not abandoned them.”

Have a happy and fruitful Lent!
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From the President-elect
By Pat Voorhes, President-elect
It is just a little over 6 months until
the start (August 26, 2020) of the
NCCW Centennial Convention in
Arlington, Virginia! We are already
close to 25% sold out—so register
today! You can register at https://
www.nccw.org . Please remember
we can only accept 850 attendees.
Do not wait to register to see if you win the Centennial
Membership Contest. If you are the winner, the office
will refund your money. See the NCCW website for contest details.
The Nighttime DC Tour (Tuesday, August 25th) is very
popular! We have already filled one bus and 1/3 of a
second bus. There have been questions about the sights
you will see: the White House, US Capitol, Washington
Monument, Lincoln Memorial, Korean Memorial, Vietnam Memorial, WWII Memorial, & Jefferson Memorial
—all lit up at night. What a bargain for $40.00!
All ordained priests who would like to con-celebrate at
the liturgies or hear confessions within the Diocese of
Arlington and/or the Diocese of Washington D.C. are
required to present a Testimonial of Suitability from
their Ordinary or Religious Superior. The testimonials are
due by August 1st. Please consult the NCCW website for
more information and the mailing addresses. Bring a
copy with you.
Please encourage younger members to come to Convention this year. We have changed the “40 and under”
group to 45 and under and two young women excited
about Council are ready to greet you and lead you in discussions. We welcome all younger moms with babies.
Just imagine a roomful of grandma’s just waiting to be
asked to hold your baby. NCCW is aware of your needs
and will provide a lactation room for your convenience.

Important forms can be found on the NCCW website, including:
•

•

•

The silent auction form - every Council is encouraged to donate 1 item valued at $50.00 or
more. The contact person is listed on the form
located on the NCCW website if you would like
to mail it ahead.
The program ad form - we encourage you to
contact your Councils, friends and arch/
dioceses and ask them to place an ad in this
Centennial Program.
The exhibitor form - there is room in the Exhibitor Hall if you know of someone who would be
interested in being an exhibitor. All exhibitors
will get high visibility with the Vision Passport
Contest.

March Member Call
NCCW members Emma Tacke and Sharon O’Brien
will engage listeners in a guided discussion of Just
Mercy, a newly released film about the injustice of
the death penalty on March 18th. Viewing the film
before the call is encouraged, but not required.
Truly, you do not want to miss this movie….I was
blown away … it is so well done, so moving, and a
true story! For a preview of the study guide, click
on this link:
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/just-mercy-catholic
-study-guide
Call in number : (515) 606-5163
Access Code: 703993#
Times are 5 pm (PT), 6 pm (MT), 7 pm (CT), and 8
pm (ET) If you are unable to join the call, it will be
recorded and a link will be posted on nccw.org.
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Remember to Vote!
The Nominating Committee presents the following candidate nominees for the 2020-2022 NCCW Treasurer position. Full bios and resumes can be found on the NCCW website and in the current issue of Catholic Woman.
Please vote! Voting takes place from April 1 – May 1, 4:00 PM EST. All individual members and current presidents
of affiliates (dioceses, deanery/vicariate, parish) who have provided an email address will receive a voting link from
NCCW. Members who do not have an email address will receive a ballot in the mail. The complete candidates’
statements, resumes and photos are posted on the NCCW website. Election results will be announced on June 1.
NOTE: Voting eligibility in the upcoming elections requires an individual member to be current in her dues; Affiliate
presidents (receiving two votes) must be listed on the record 60 days prior to the electronic voting. (NCCW Bylaws,
Article VIII, Section I).

MARLA JOHNSTON

NADIA NEUMEIER

DIOCESE OF DALLAS

DIOCESE OF SALT LAKE CITY

“I’m Marla Johnston and I would
like to be your next NCCW Treasurer. I believe I can help NCCW
move into the next 100 years in a
good financial position. As a CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERTM, I’m
familiar with financial statements
and budgeting. I’m qualified for
the Treasurer’s position with my
experience on the Dallas DCCW board and my parish Ladies’ Auxiliary Council 12480. As Treasurer, I created
budgets, reconciled bank accounts and generated and
presented reports. I’ve been in the financial industry for
20+ years so I can bring my expertise to the position of
Treasurer of NCCW and continue to help our organization
grow to become more financially secure.”

“I feel that my strong background in finances and accounting along with my experience in the position of Treasurer of two non-profit organizations (St. George Council of
Catholic Women) and Women’s Council of Realtors (St.
George Chapter) would be a
great asset to the NCCW. I am a devout Catholic, a
talented administrator and accountant and a curious
citizen of Planet Earth, trying to care for Creation every step of the way.”
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From the Treasurer

Leadership Commission:
Mentoring—The Key to Our Future

By Rose Martinet, NCCW Treasurer

As Lent begins, it’s still cold here in the Chicago
area—making me feel like staying in for the next
40 days. Checking in on the homebound and visiting those who could use someone to talk to are
some ways we can make our Lent more fruitful.
We recently received a $57.55 donation from
the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of activity between October 1 and December 31,
2019. Many thanks to those who support NCCW
by making their Amazon purchases through the
AmazonSmile program. If you have never participated in this program, simply go to
smile.amazon.com and indicate that you want to
support the National Council of Catholic Women. When you want to order from Amazon go to
smile.amazon.com to place your order instead of
amazon.com. You will be able to see all the same
products and to order just as if you were on amazon.com . NCCW will receive a donation from
the AmazonSmile Foundation based on your
orders. Thank you so much for your support.
As spring approaches many parishes disburse
the funds that they have raised throughout the
year. Please consider making a donation to
NCCW out of these funds or have a fundraiser
on behalf of NCCW. We welcome all of your support — without it NCCW would not be celebrating its 100th anniversary!
I hope many of you are making plans to attend
our convention this August. I look forward to
being with my Council sisters to celebrate our
100th anniversary. I hope you do too.
Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us.

By Ruth Warren, Leadership Commission Chair
Installment Two – Involvement and Development
In our first installment, we looked at goal setting. Let’s
say, for example, your goal for your Council is to
attract new members. An effective mentoring program will involve members with knowledge and experience in your Council to mentor first time attendees
or guests to your events. The dialogue and development should continue periodically after the event.
The mentor should look for opportunities to invite the
new member to Council events and to be available to
answer questions. The mentee will feel connected
and hopefully, desire to learn and do more with your
Council.
Invite someone with experience mentoring—perhaps
even from your own Council— to speak at one of your
meetings and share her experiences. I’m sure we can
all think of one influential woman in our lives who has
made a difference. What did they do? How has it impacted you? Be willing to share your story if you have
one.
Remember, there is no one way to mentor. Listen and
be open to change. An experienced member acting as
mentor has just as much to learn from the mentee.
We’ll explore the next steps, accountability and gratitude, in our next installment.
Check out the resource Women Embracing Women !
The Leadership Commission has been hard at work
creating useful resources for the membership. The
first is called "I'm a Catholic, Call a Priest" card. This
downloadable wallet sized card can be printed individually or in sheets to share with your affiliates.
They look wonderful on cardstock and can be printed anywhere you do your printing. The 2nd resource
is a two sided Membership Flyer. This flyer can be
personalized and used for any of your diocesan or
affiliate events. They work well as a bulletin insert,
poster or handout. Each page can be printed individually or double sided to suit your needs. We hope to
have Spanish versions available soon as well.
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Hour of Prayer for the 100th Anniversary

Service Commission

By Kathleen Penno, Spirituality Commission Chair

By Mary Anne Cummins, Service Commission Chair

The Spiritualty Commission created a special prayer
service in thanksgiving for all the benefits shown to
our Council during this first century of our existence
and asking for blessings as we embark on our next
century of spirituality, leadership and service.

Friends with Pens is a program that NCCW is joining, created by the Order of Malta for service to
those in prison. It is a way to visit prisoners without
having to go inside a prison unit.

During the year, make special time for the Hour of
Prayer with your Council sisters. Designed so that the
time could be varied, the prayer service includes the
full texts of Sacred Scripture passages, multiple
hymn/songs options, and other prayers and litanies
in their entirety. A shorter, “pew edition,” service is
also available. These, plus the Centennial Prayer
bookmark, are downloadable from the NCCW website, under the Spirituality Commission.
In this Lenten season of fasting and prayer, keep our
priests close in heart and mind.

Let us pray.
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, hear the prayers we
offer for our priests.
Let them know clearly the work that you are calling
them to do.

This prison ministry begun by the Order of Malta
provides hope to inmates by providing information
about current events and issues the inmate may be
interested in, instilling a positive attitude through
hopeful messages sent to the inmate and, most
importantly, showing the inmate that someone
cares. The correspondence is anonymous and organized through the Order of Malta. They identify
inmates who want a pen pal and you both agree to
certain rules. Only first names are used. Letters go
to an Order of Malta mailbox. This service requires
a commitment of 20-30 minutes a month.

Sample letters, letterhead and guidelines are available at www.orderofmaltafederal.org/prisonministry. You can also ask questions you might
have through email at maltapenpalprogram@gmail.com. This is a corporal work of mercy
– “…in prison and you visited me” (Mt. 25:35-36).

Grant them every grace to answer Your call with
courage, love, and lasting dedication to Your will.
We ask Mary’s intercession as their loving mother.
Amen
(By St. Therese of the Child Jesus)

Have you gifted your Spiritual Advisor
with a Catholic Woman subscription?
Contact the NCCW office at (703)2240990 for more details.

Another event to be aware of beginning in March is
the 25th anniversary year of Evangelium Vitae. The
U.S. Catholic bishops are inviting our parishes to
join a nationwide effort from March 25, 2020 to
March 25, 2021 entitled: “Walking with Moms in
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Need: A Year of Service.”
Educational, pastoral and action-oriented resources
for parish use are being developed by the Pro-Life
Committee. They will be shared with our bishops
and then our pastors. They will include tangible and
practical ways to positively engage at the parish
level. Pope Francis has challenged us to go to the
margins and bring hope and help to those in need.
It is what Catholics do. It is what Jesus expects us to
do. For more information go to
www.usccb.org/moms-in-need and sign up to receive monthly prayer intentions and updates on this
Year of Service.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award
By Patty Johnson, Our Lady of Good
Counsel Award Committee Chair
NOW is the time. Do you know of a
Council sister who exemplifies our
NCCW mission statement to support,
empower and educate all Catholic
Women in spirituality, leadership and service? The
Our Lady of Good Counsel 2020 Award Committee is
looking for a few women to be nominated for this
award that will be presented at the 2020 Convention.
We all know Council members who are extraordinary
women. Submission requirements and the application can be found on the nccw.org website. The appli-

cation process will open March 9th. Please make sure
that your package is complete. It should include the
nomination form, 2 letters of support, the nominee’s
resume and answered questions. Incomplete packages will not be considered. Nominations are due to the
NCCW office by close of business on April 24, 2020.

Religious Alliance Against Pornography
Summit on Human Trafficking
By Karen Painter, RAAP Representative
On Friday, January 31st., the White House held a
Summit on Human Trafficking to celebrate the 20
year anniversary of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act, the first law that made human trafficking a
federal crime.
Steadfast efforts to prioritize the prevention of human trafficking were spearheaded in part by Ivanka
Trump, the president's senior advisor. Vice President Mike Pence, Attorney General William Barr,
Ambassadors, members of Congress, government
officials, law enforcement, non-profit organizations,
and sex trafficking survivors were among the speakers at the Summit.
"The Department of Justice will continue to bring the
full force of the law against those who exploit other
human beings by subjecting them to the physical
and psychological captivity involved in this horrific
crime." Attorney General William Barr
The Summit concluded with President Trump's signing an executive order which included a $42 million
budget increase to expand support for victims of
human trafficking, boost investigations and prosecutions, and create a new White House staff position
to focus solely on Human Trafficking and child pornography.
Today survivors of sex trafficking have more access
to the services they need. We must curb the demand for trafficking through the aggressive enforcement of our existing obscenity laws.
With direction from the U.S. Catholic Sisters
Against Human Trafficking, NCCW has been working to fight human trafficking and has produced a
five-part program with several resources, all of
which can be found on the NCCW website, under
the Commissions tab.
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HOW TIME MANAGEMENT CAN HELP OUR COUNCILS
By Maggie Gray, LTD Consultant
It is often the case that even with all of our good intentions, time gets away from us almost on a daily
and regular basis. Has this happened to you? You
are not alone – it happens to all of us. But how can
we as members of Council hold time back, keep it in
check, or stop it from moving forward? We can’t.
We can only learn to use our time to our best advantage and learn to work with it and not against it.

The LTD Team is ready and willing to present a Leadership Training and Development Workshop in your area
to help you enhance your Councils and be the best CCW
you can be!! Contact us at nccwltdcontact@gmail.com

We all have important events in our Councils that we
work on almost on a daily basis. Perhaps we could
consider the following to stay on target and on time:
Organization: Developing and obtaining organized
plans among our members for upcoming events is
vital to maintain a clear and concise plan of action.
Prioritization: We must establish what tasks need to
be done and accomplished and within what timeline
in order to complete tasks and stay ahead of the
“clock.”
Communication: As a team, we must keep all lines of
communication open and flowing (back and forth –
not just forth) so that all are kept aware of where we
are in our planning. Today, we find it extremely easy
via email to keep all members informed as to where
we are and what remains to be done.
Manage that stress: Stress is usually the culprit that
seems to help plans go astray. Stay focused. Remember to take time for you – relax; picture how
successful the event will be; enjoy what you are doing
to get there and remember to BREATHE. It is important that you take care of you. Without each of
you – nothing will get accomplished.
And for a job well done – plan to treat yourself and
your Council members to a wonderful week in Arlington, VA to attend the upcoming annual meeting of
the National Council of Catholic Women, August 2629, 2020. Be a witness to NCCW Council members
celebrating 100 years strong!!!

Photo by Jon Tyson on Unsplash
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Legislative Advocacy:
Videos for Prayer &Action
By Sheila S. Hopkins, Legislative Advocacy Chair
Tapping into the newer way of presenting information
via videos in addition to written materials, the United
States Bishops have approved scripts for prayer and
action to help Catholics exercise their responsibility to
be involved in the political process. Their emphasis has
always been faith over partisan politics, civil engagement and responding to the pressing issues of the day.
These videos complement the Bishops’ teaching on the
political responsibility of the faithful outlined in the
document Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship.
Below are the videos presented in 4 languages (English,
Spanish, Tagalog and Vietnamese) and are available at:
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PL18AF7577177E12D9
Or, click on the following links:
Catholics Participate in Public Life
Catholics Protect Human Life and Dignity
Catholics Promote the Common Good
Catholics Love their Neighbors
Faithful Citizens Work with Christ as He Builds His
Kingdom (a compilation of the four videos)

LENT—SPRING —EVANGELIZATION
It’s Lent—are your caterpillars ready?
Is your home evangelizing the neighborhood?
By Jane Carter, NCCW Supporting Member
Do you have children or grandchildren nearby, lead
a parish scout troop or a class of religious education
kids? This is the moment to “reuse and recycle” the
Lenten caterpillars and Easter butterflies in the
NCCW New Evangelization Program “We are Called
to Witness.” Find those green chenille sticks (aka
pipe cleaners) and a bare tree branch and get started! (Section 5, Holy Holidays, page 56)
This is a season of transition, when some days are
still cold and damp limiting you to inside activities,
while other days are sunny with the promise of
spring and you want to be working outside. It’s the
perfect time to take a look at your home, inside and
out, and ask yourself—is my home evangelizing my
neighborhood? “Reuse and recycle” some of the
ideas in Sharing Faith in your Home and Neighborhood (Section 7, Faith Sharing in Everyday Life,
page 74). From the entryway to the garden, take a
look at simple ways to proclaim and share your
faith. There’s even a great activity for a parish CCW
meeting!
Don’t neglect those newcomers you welcomed (or
invited) in the fall. Nice weather offers the perfect
opportunity to make a home visit to touch base and
be sure they still feel welcome and an important
part of your Council. If you have a special Lenten
activity be sure to offer a personal invitation—and
be sure to include women in the RCIA program!

"I will go anywhere and do anything in order to
communicate the love of Jesus
to those who do not know Him or have forgotten
Him." — St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
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“MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR
PEACE”

Call for Bylaws Amendments

THE WUCWO NORTH AMERICAN

By Diane Tugander

REGION CONFERENCE
25 AUGUST 2020
Please make plans to participate in
WUCWO’s North American Region Conference to be held at the Crystal Gateway Marriott, Arlington, Virginia on August 25, 2020 from 9:00AM-5:00PM.
Click here for the Registration Form

NCCW Birthday Club
There is still time to join The NCCW Birthday
Club! This was started 10 years ago by Sheila
Hopkins and will end on May 15, 2020. If you
joined in 2010 the commitment was $100 per
year for a total of $1,000. If you join now and
make the entire $1,000 commitment by May 15,
you will be recognized in the 2020 Convention
Program. There is also a Birthday Club pin.

The NCCW Legacy Circle is ongoing and you can
join at any time. Individual members and affiliates participate in this program started by Patty
Johnson; the commitment is $1,000 per year for
10 years. We hope you will continue to support
NCCW in this way.

Like any thriving organization, the National Council of
Catholic Women periodically amends or revises its
Bylaws to better serve its membership and the mission of the organization. Each year at our annual convention proposed Bylaws Amendments are voted on
by attending Individual Members and Affiliation Delegates. Although our convention is not until August, the
Bylaws amendment process begins now.
Any NCCW affiliation or subdivision president or any
three (3) Individual Members may propose amendments to the NCCW Bylaws. Proposed amendments
are reviewed by the Bylaws Committee and are then
presented to the NCCW Board of Directors for consideration at its spring meeting. Notice of the proposed
amendments approved by the Board is sent to all affiliation presidents, subdivision presidents, and individual members forty-five (45) days in advance of our annual convention.
To allow sufficient time for the Bylaws Committee and
Board of Directors to consider amendments for voting
at our 2020 convention, proposed amendments using
this form must be received by the Bylaws Committee
Chair no later than April 1, 2020. A copy of our current bylaws may be found here.
To access the Bylaws Amendment Form, click here.
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Education Committee
By Ellen Bachman, Education Committee Chair
The Education Committee is working on ways and
resources for you to involve young girls/women in
Council. We all know our future lies in the hands of
those young girls. If we don’t include and guide them
in our direction, odds are the majority of them will
not be involved when they reach adulthood.
Easily said, but not easily done. It takes time and a
commitment to make it happen. Here is a suggestion
of how to begin the process of educating them about
Council:

Mother/daughter and Grandmother/granddaughter
luncheon.

•

If your parish has a school be sure to invite the
mothers and daughters from the school. Send an
invitation to the parents of the youth in your religious education program or youth group.

•

Consider having this event during the summer when the girls are out of school. (As
parents, we know they are bored. Anyway,
that’s what they keep telling us.) Begin by
welcoming them and have them introduce
themselves and tell what grade they are in
and school they attend. This gives them a
common bond.

•

Let your opening prayer be about the story of a young saint. After you tell the story
about her say the prayer to her. Ask them
to tell of anyone or anything they want us
to pray for. Let the adults encourage them
to join in. This shows them we pray for
each other and for them.

•

Have a speaker from one of the charities you
support. That lets them know you help others.

•

Have a table group activity such as trivia or a
list of questions for them to work on as a
team. The table that gets everything right
wins a prize. You want them to mix with other
young girls and adults. This shows them we
have fun, too.

This is just one way you can start involving young
girls. It may become an annual event and who
knows, you may have enough interested girls to
start a Junior Council! Another bonus could be
that the mothers will join your group. Take the
first step!

