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Our NCCW Board members just returned home after meeting in Washington, D.C. for our January Board where
we enjoyed praying, working, marching,
and relaxing together; getting to know
each other, forming wonderful friendships. In addition to hearing reports
from our committees and officers, highlighting best practices from the Province
Director reports, and working in
breakout sessions with our three commissions to finalize projects and start to
prepare Convention presentations, the
Board voted to begin work on a Strategic Plan and to endorse a petition to the
United Nations Human Rights Council
protesting the genocide of the Tamir
people in Sri Lanka. We also agreed
that we shall offer a certificate at Convention that can be used to confirm
attendance at formation and education
sessions. The meetings and breakout
sessions revealed that we are indeed
blessed with women from around the
nation who are dedicated to the Council
and to our Mission who did not hesitate
to work hard to accomplish the goals of
the meeting and the commissions. You
are well represented!
The January Board is held to coincide
with the March for Life so that any
members who wish can proudly march
beneath our beautiful blue NCCW banner. The day before we marched, the

Executive Committee was invited to
attend the Pro-Life Leadership Mass at
the Franciscan Monastery and that
evening, all present who wished to go,
became part of the immense and powerful gathering at the Opening Mass of
the Vigil for Life at the Basilica of the
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.
Our president and president-elect were
honored to be seated in the sanctuary
and we were all thrilled to hear the
NCCW announced at the beginning of
the Mass. The next day, we were proud
to March for Life.
During the Board meeting, our Executive Director, Andrea Cecilli, demonstrated two new pages added to our
website: one for Board members and
the other for Affiliate Happenings. The
latter should be especially interesting to
everyone as it is a place where affiliates
can share successful events with all
members of the NCCW. It is lovely to
be able to offer this space so that our
members can get great ideas from each
other and to know what is going on
around the country at all levels of Council. To find this page, click on the News
tab near the top of the homepage
(www.nccw.org) and select Affiliate
Happenings from the dropdown menu.
We hope to receive many informative
articles from our affiliates. Submissions
are limited to a paragraph of 100 words
and 1 photo. Speaking of our website,
please note that there is a Guide to the
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Website available at the bottom of the
homepage. We were also pleased to
receive several notes from bishops with
thanks for the Christmas cards NCCW
sent to them and mentioning that they
found our website informative and professional. This is good in itself, but also
because it means our website is being
accessed and read by bishops.
I am happy to let you know that our
Guidance and Resource Manual, Spanish edition, is now available through
our on-line store or from the NCCW
Office.
I look forward to representing our
NCCW at the Catholic Social Ministry
Gathering that will be held in Washington, D.C. from February 2-5. Once
again, Andrea will be greeting all who
stop by our NCCW exhibit table.
So many of our Province Directors reported much activity around our national anti Human Trafficking project
and it is good to note that the Pope’s
intention for the month of February is
Human Trafficking. Our NCCW prayer
card about Human Trafficking bears the
image of Saint Josephine Bakhita
whose Feast Day is celebrated this
month on February 8.
Traditionally, the month of February
has been devoted to the Holy Family
and so I wish each of you and your families abundant blessings rich in love for
each other as we also celebrate St. Valentine’s Day.



FIVE-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN
STRATEGIC PLANNING QUESTIONNAIRE
The NCCW Board voted to pursue development of a 5Year Strategic Plan at our January 2019 Board meeting. A
strategic plan will help us to focus our efforts, but in order
for it to be useful, it is necessary and most desirable that
we begin with getting input from the membership of the
NCCW. The following five questions will help us in the
initial phase of development. Please submit your return
to the NCCW Office by April 1, 2019 using our email
nccw01@nccw.org or through the US Mail at:
National Council of Catholic Women
Strategic Planning
200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 725
Arlington, VA 22203
As you respond to the following questions, please note
that brief (one – three word) answers are the most useful.

QUESTION ONE: What do you feel will be the greatest
challenge that NCCW will have in the next 5 years?
QUESTION TWO: What do you feel will be the greatest
opportunity that NCCW will have in the next 5 years?
QUESTION THREE: What do you feel the NCCW is doing
well, at present?
QUESTION FOUR: What do you feel the NCCW should
concentrate on in the next five years?
QUESTION FIVE: What do you feel the NCCW should look
like in the next five years?
Thank you for your valuable gifts of time and thoughtful
answers.
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From the President-elect
By Jean Kelly, NCCW PresidentElect
Since we suggested several
ways for you to raise funds for
Convention I am planning on
seeing most everyone in Atlanta
this year! Don’t forget you can
win by entering the Convention
Contest *W*I*N* With NCCW!!
For every new member that you
refer, your name and the new member’s name will be
entered to win a 2019 Convention registration and 5
nights (Tuesday – Saturday) at the Renaissance Waverly
Hotel in Atlanta (Meals, Tours and Fundraiser NOT included). There will be two (2) second chance drawings of
$100 each towards NCCW store merchandise
(Membership renewals excluded.) Check the website for
information. Entries must be received in the NCCW office
on or before May 15, 2019.

A tour to Coca Cola will be
finalized and will be on the
registration form on March
1, 2019.
Province Dinners are on
Thursday evening and remain at $75.00.
A Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage Experience is planned
for Friday night and you will be able to purchase
tickets on the registration form.
See you in Atlanta!

The theme of this year’s Convention is “NCCW: Caring
for God’s Creation.”

If you are looking for someone to share a room at Convention please inform the NCCW office at 703-224-0990.
They will have a list of names on the website under Convention and once you have contacted that person and
have made your room reservation call the office and let
them know to remove those names. The link to making
your room reservations is https://book.passkey.com/
e/49837143. Reservations close on July 29, 2019. Make
sure to wait to make your reservation until you have all
guests’ names that are staying together. You can use the
link or call the number 1-888-391-8724 and be sure to
mention National Council of Catholic Women to receive
the rates of $139.00 Single, $159.00 Double, $179.00
Triple and $199.00 for a Quad. Be sure to note the cancellation policy that is posted on the website too.
Early Bird Registration will be online March 1, 2019 and
the amount has remained at $300 until June 1, 2019.
Register early! The price will be $350 until registration
cut off on July 29, 2019—the same cut off as the registration for your hotel rooms.
Parking has been negotiated to $5 per day (50% savings).
Refrigerators will be available in all rooms.

February Member Call
The next member call will be held on February 20,
2019—"History of the Associates of NCCW." Learn
about the history of the Associates organization,
what they are about, how to join and how to get
involved!
Member Call information
Call in number for all calls: (515) 739 - 1261
Access Code: 703993#
Times are 5 pm (PT), 6 pm (MT), 7 pm (CT), and 8 pm
(ET)
1.

If you join the call after the start time, please do
not announce yourself despite the instruction to
do so.

2. When you join the call, please mute your phone by
pressing *6. You can take the phone off mute if
you wish to speak by pressing *6 again.
If you are unable to join the call, it will be recorded and
a link will be posted on nccw.org.

Page 4

Meet your 2019 NCCW Candidates
The Nominating Committee presents the following
nominations. The slate is in alphabetical order. Voting
takes place April 1 – May 1, 2019. NCCW will send a
link to all individual members and current presidents of
affiliates (diocese, deanery, vicariate, parish) who have
provided NCCW with an email address. Members who
do not have an email address will receive a ballot in the
mail. Candidates’ statements, complete resumes, and
photos are posted on the NCCW website. Election results will be announced June 1 2019. Voting eligibility in
the upcoming elections requires an individual member
to be current in her dues, and affiliate presidents
(receiving 2 votes) must be listed on the record 60 days
prior to the electronic voting. (Bylaws, Article VIII, Section I.)

NOMINEES FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT
Mary Matheus, Diocese of Orlando

“Involved in CCW for over 30 years, I served as your
NCCW Treasurer for 4 years. I served my own diocese
as president for the past two years; this gives me a
unique perspective into Council life. Together, we will…
•
•
•

Build our Councils by fulfilling our Baptismal call to
holiness
Be women of action
Reach out to those younger than ourselves ensuring the growth of both our Church and Councils.

As President, I will pray with you, work tirelessly to
grow membership, ensure the transparency of our
beloved organization and live out the mission of
NCCW. Humbly, I ask for your vote.”
NCCW: Treasurer, LTD Team- Co-creator/Trainer,
Committees; Finance Past Chair, OLGC, Associates of
NCCW, Friends of WUCWO,
Diocese: ODCCW President, Vice President, Executive Officer, Trainer, Personal Development Team Coordinator, Church Commission Chair,
Deanery CCW: President, Church commission cochair
Parish: Annunciation CCW: Parliamentarian, President and other offices, Parish Council; Community Life
Commission,
NCCW Conventions etc.: Pittsburgh, Dallas, Indianapolis, Orlando, Grand Rapids, Fort Lauderdale, Myrtle
Beach, Jacksonville, Columbus, Atlanta; General Assemblies, Salt Lake City and Milwaukee, WUCWO General Assembly, Attended NCCW Leadership Institute
Training,
Other Organizations: HIV Planning Council of Orlando EMA: Mayor appointee, Committees; finance chair,
client services, membership, and nominating chair
Education:12 yrs. of Catholic education, Attended
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Attended Valencia
State College.
Present Employment: 29 years as controller for a
concrete/masonry sub-contractor
Awards: Diocesan Mary Mother of God medal.
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Teresa Sarzynski, Diocese of Amarillo
“We are called to support, educate and empower
Catholic Women. I place my name in nomination
for NCCW President-Elect, a job I have been training for throughout my 34 years of service to Council. As I finish my term as Secretary, serving on the
Executive Committee, I find the work of Council to
be fascinating and would love to help further our
mission. NCCW has seen great changes lately and I
have followed its progress while serving as Secretary, Province Director, Service, Governance, Nominating, Resolution and OLOGC committees. Please
vote for me and allow me to continue to contribute to the organization I love.”
NCCW: NCCW Secretary, Member of the
NCCW Executive Committee; Other committees; Service, Governance, Nominating,
Resolutions and Our Lady of Good Council,
Province: Board member, Province Director,
A/DCCW: President, Vice President, Secretary, Community Concerns Committee and
Silent Auction,
Central Deanery CCW: Amarillo, Parliamentarian, Vice President, Treasurer,
Parish: President, Vice President, Treasurer,

Parliamentarian and Circle President,
Conventions/ Workshops: I have been
honored to attend 17 NCCW conventions
and General Assemblies since 1999. I have
attended NCCW Leadership and Development Training twice,
Other Organizations: Parent Teacher organization for 22 years with leadership positions; Amarillo A & M Mothers' Club for 7
years serving as Vice President, Treasurer
and Scholarship Committee,
Education: Bachelor of Science in Nursing,
Present employment: Have served as floor nurse,
charge nurse and Director of Nursing at St. Anthony's
Hospital; co-owned two insurance agencies for 38
years.
Pat Voorhes, Diocese of Salt Lake City

“We are women of faith reflecting God’s joy in our
service and desire for justice. For 38 years I have been
an active member of council on all levels. My experience enables me to understand our past; identify the
realities of our present; enhances my ability to increase
our growth and guide NCCW into the future. As President-elect, with God’s help, I will continue my philosophy to enrich the lives of members, build on our leadership, and pursue opportunities to create a more just
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Meet your 2019 NCCW Candidates
and caring world. I will use my strong faith, sense of
community, education, leadership skills to help NCCW
prosper in the next century.”
NCCW: Family Services Commission Chair, Leadership
Trainer, Secretary, Church Commission Chair, General
Assembly Co-chair, NCCW Associates
Province: San Francisco Province Director, Secretary,
Presenter,
Diocesan Council Experience: SLDCCW Secretary, Commissions; Leadership Commission Chair, Church Chair,
Commission for Women’s Concerns, President, 1st VP,
2nd VP,
Wasatch Deanery: founding President,
Parish: St. Vincent de Paul CCW President, Blessed Sacrament CCW president,
Other Organizations: Society for Transplant Social
Workers; Treasurer, bylaws Committee chair, Secretary,
Utah Chapter of NASW,
Education: MSW, 3 years towards PhD in Human Services, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Certified Clinical
Transplant Social Worker, Basic and Master Catechist
Certification,
Employment: University of Utah Solid Organ Transplant
Department, Other Professional or Business Experience: CEO, New Life Treatment Center, Primary Therapist/Clinical Director, Director of Religious Education
Awards: University Healthcare: Peer Recognition Award,
Transplant Social Worker of the Year, Service Award.
Parish Woman of the Year.

NOMINEES FOR SECRETARY
Tracy Janis, Diocese of Boise
“To serve this amazing organization as
Secretary would be a blessing! I believe
that my interpersonal and communication skills along with my computer, administrative and service qualifications will
benefit NCCW. I have served at all levels
of Council which gives me a strong
knowledge base of all aspects of CCW. As

a support specialist at a national investment
firm, my position requires all client interactions
be accurately and sufficiently documented. By
utilizing my skills and qualifications, I will be able
to successfully fulfill the responsibilities of Secretary in a manner as to uphold those duties as
per our bylaws and any others directed to me.”
NCCW: Co-Chair, Membership Development Committee, NCCW Leadership Commission, (developed projects to increase membership),
Province Director: identifies and addresses organizational and membership issues, Completes presentations
and reports for Provincial Bishops, A/D CCW Presidents,
and Spiritual Advisors,
Idaho CCW: President, Spiritual Commission Chair,
ICCW West Central Deanery: Spiritual Commission
Chair, Parish: St. Mark's CCW President, Noel Boutique
Chair, Altar Care Chair, Hospitality Chair,
NCCW Conventions: Pittsburgh, Dallas, Indianapolis,
Grand Rapids, Orlando, Ft. Lauderdale, Jacksonville,
Workshops: LTD Conference, Seattle
Other Organization Experience: Boise Row for Freedom-Human Trafficking Awareness,
Education: Boise State University BBA; Finance
Present Employment: Wells Fargo Advisors, Regional
Support Specialist, Optional Information: Advance
Word, Advance Excel, Efficient PowerPoint, Outlook.
Ruth Warren, Diocese of Portland ME
“The role of a Secretary is one of responsibility and accuracy, an effective communicator, open to suggestions
with input from many, often all at once. In addition to
running a small business, I am a
one-on-one aide with special
needs kids; documenting the
events of their day, supporting
the teacher and student. As Province Director, I act as the liaison
between NCCW and my region;
communicating with members
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and non-members, Bishops and Clergy. As the mother of
ten, I multi-task and am highly organized with the help of
a very supportive husband. I believe my life experiences
and responsibilities make me uniquely qualified.”
NCCW: Service Commission, Education Committee,
NCCW Associates,
Province Director: 2017 to present,
Diocesan: Maine CCW, President, Vice President, Service Commission Chair, Organization Chair,
Parish: St. Anne’s Catholic Church; President, Eucharistic
Minister, Religious Education Teacher,
Conventions: Jacksonville, Washington, Dallas, Pittsburgh.
Other Organizations: Town of Standish, Arsenic Ad Hoc
Committee Member, Bonny Eagle Basketball League
Treasurer,
Education: University of Southern Maine; Sociology and
Nursing, Babson College; 2-year Bank Management Certificate Program,
Work Experience: Small Business Owner; Marketplace
Gifts LLC, Maine School Administrative District 6; substitute Teacher, One-on-one aide for students with special
needs, Gorham Savings Bank; Teller, Loan Officer, Branch
Manager, handled all the books and paperwork for the
family business while continuing to have children (10).
Other: I believe I am organized, an efficient multi-tasker
and uniquely qualified as evidenced by my current work,
family and civic responsibilities.

NOMINEES FOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
9 candidates are nominated for 7 positions on the
Nominating Committee (Complete statements will be
on the NCCW website):

Jean Bazley, Diocese of St Augustine
Connie Gillies, Diocese of Norwich
Mary Glossen , Diocese of Rockford
Rose Guerrero, Diocese of Pueblo
Chris Heiderscheidt , Diocese of New Ulm
Deanna Holmer, Archdiocese of Atlanta
Debbie Keller, Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis
Joby Parker, Diocese of Great Falls/Billings

Kathy Wilmes, Diocese of Winona/Rochester
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From the Treasurer

Spirituality Commission

By Rose Martinet, NCCW Treasurer

By Mary Rowley, Spirituality Commission Chair

As I write to you it is in the single digits here in
“Chicagoland.” The snow and cold make it quiet and
peaceful as is should be after the Christmas holidays .
This gives us a chance to regroup for the Spring that
is to come.

During the month of February, we tend to think of
LOVE and the HEART quite often because of Valentine’s
Day and it being Heart Month and wearing red on Fridays. Love is something that should be shown and expressed always, and not just during a month when floral bouquets double in price and we can find boxes of
chocolate on every corner.

NCCW Affiliate Dues for 2019 were due on January
1st. Please remind your affiliate that they were
due. Affiliate dues must be paid 60 days prior to
when voting begins in order to be able to vote in
the 2019 election of Secretary and President elect as
well as for the Nominating Committee. Please check
with your parish to ensure they will be able to vote.
Every Quarter we have been sending Catholic Relief
Services (CRS) a check, the funds you have been
sending NCCW earmarked for CRS.
During 2018 we forwarded CRS donations for the
following:
$ 25,326.13 for Water for Life
$1,850.15 for the Refugee Women Emergency Fund
$9,430.29 for the Madonna Plan
$2,423.89 for the Help-a-Child Fund
$2,747.16 for their General Fund.

Our Spirituality Committee is focusing on ways to be
kind, thoughtful and show our love to everyone. We
are committed to helping people who have been bullied or harassed at work or school and families and
friends of people whose loved ones have died by suicide or had a sudden loss of a child. We never know
what pains and struggles people sitting next to us are
going through. Perhaps the person who cut us off in
the grocery line just recently lost his or her spouse of a
lifetime. A young mother or father may have been diagnosed with only months left to live and there are
young kids still at home.
Below is a kind card that we will have available on the
NCCW website and at our 2019 Convention. This can
be given out to anyone at any time for any reason.
Please keep the love going and share the love in action
with those we meet.

For a total of $41,777.62
NO MATTER WHAT

Thank You again for your continued support of NCCW
and its fund raising activities.
Our Lady of Good Counsel Pray for us.

No matter what’s happened or what’s going on;
No matter your past or the struggles right now.
Your life has meaning and value to this world.
God never leaves you; He never forsakes you.
You are His—His child, His creation.
He loves you simply for being; He loves who you are.
I may not know what you’re going through now,
But God does, and He’s there with you.
He is loving you, holding you, bearing your pain.
He will help you through it all, no matter what!
-NCCW Spirituality Commission
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Leadership Commission
By Bev McCarvel, Leadership Commission Chair
I just returned from the winter Board meeting in D.C.
It is so wonderful to be there with these devout, educated, caring women from across the United States.
These Province Directors Care so deeply for NCCW. I
hope each one of you are very proud of that woman
in your province who leads with a loving heart.
The report on Human Trafficking was fantastic, but we
can do more! There are 12 months in this year and at
least one of those months should include a Human
Trafficking program. This is such important info to get
out there all across the US. Ladies, this is happening
in your little community. Trust me. There is really
good information on our website, nccw.org. Please
start your planning there. This will give you a direction
and confidence to put together a very informative
program. We have done the work for you, now you
need to organize it, and that is something Council
women do well! So let’s have some more report forms
sent in to the national office.
Please go to the nccw.org website and get yourself
familiar with it. There is so much information there,
you won’t believe it. It does take some time to look
around, to get yourself familiar with the site. Click on
everything. Find out what’s where. Our website is
meant to be a tool for you. Yes, it is a tool at your fingertips. There are many things you can download and
print out to use within your Council as well as information to keep you informed as to NCCW priorities
for the year. So, have I convinced you? If you have
questions about it, you can always call the office at
703-224-0990. The friendly, knowledgeable staff is so
happy to help you. You can always contact me as well
at 507-842-5460 or bmccarvel6969@gmail.com.

*

Pro tip: To get more ladies to come to your CCW
meeting, hold a “Build Your Own” Cheesecake event!
Everyone brings a small, plain cheesecake and you
provide all sorts of toppings so each person or group
of ladies can make their own.
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Service Commission: What is Human Trafficking?
By Diane Tugander, Service Commission Chair
On February 8th we remember the feast day of St.
Josephine Bakhita - At the age of seven, she was kidnapped from her village home and sold into slavery.
Let us all remember to pray for the safety, strength
and rescue for all who are the victims of all forms of
Human Trafficking, that they may survive their ordeal
and find peace.

HUMAN TRAFFICKING
By Rozena McVey, Service Commission Member
Human Trafficking only happens at rest stops and
large shopping malls. WRONG.
What is human trafficking? It is anytime a person is
providing involuntary service for which they are not
being paid a just wage. The victims are deceived,
threatened and held in bondage against their will.

Christmas. Apparently someone had decided she was
unable to provide the necessary housekeeping skills
because of her age and “dumped” her at the worker’s
house. She spoke no English. With the help of the
local media, someone who spoke her language from
that part of Africa was found and she was evidently
reunited with people from her native land. Not all cases have such a happy ending,
ONE LAST NOTE. Put this phone number in your cell
phone: 888-373-7888. It is the nationwide human
trafficking hotline. Use it if you see something that
you feel its not right at a nail salon, hair salon, restaurant, or seasonal worker’s site. No call is unimportant.
We must stop human trafficking and it will take all of
us to stop this crime against human dignity.

It is happening all around us. Is the woman working
in your manicure salon paid a just wage? Next time
you have a manicure or pedicure, ask to give your tip
directly to the woman who gave you the manicure.
Will the person at the register allow you to give the
tip directly to the woman? If not, why not? Is that
woman a victim of human trafficking?
What about those men and women pulling weeds in
that field or the men working at that dairy farm? Are
they being paid a just wage? Are they being held
against their will with threats, violence or other
means to keep then under their control? In many
cases, they know no other way of life.
It is happening all around us and we as Catholic
women need to join other national women’s organizations in stopping it. We women can do it! In the
Autumn issue of Catholic Woman (vol. 44, No. 3) is
more information on Human Trafficking and a Human
Trafficking Project form for you or your women’s
group to use.
A few years ago, an elderly woman was found outside a Catholic worker’s house a few days before

St Josephine Bakhita

Visit nccw.org to find out about NCCW’s Human
Trafficking Program and the many resources
available through NCCW!
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Our Lady of Good Counsel 2019 Award
By Teresa Sarzynski, NCCW Secretary and Our Lady of Good Counsel Award Committee Chair
Who do you know that is the “Best in Council”? Anyone who
“floats to the top” when you are considering women who have influenced you or who show all the “best” qualities of Council members.
Our Lady of Good Counsel Award committee is looking for exemplary women nominations for the Our Lady of Good Counsel
Award, 2019. Nomination forms are located on the home page of
the nccw.org website. The nomination form has several requirements and needs to be completed and submitted in its entirety by
April 25, 2019. Please think about whom you want to nominate
and get the paperwork submitted to the NCCW office. We need the
“best of the best of the best.”

LTD: Does CCW Run Through Your Veins?
By Susie Harting, LTD Team Member

Veins run from head to toe and back from
toe to head. Starting with your toes, the
affiliation is our base of the Council of Catholic Women.
The affiliation is a very important base for communicating information from women in the pews. This information is the start of a successful Council structure.
As the blood/communication flows from the base/
affiliation to the Deanery/knee joint, Council grows.
More information/knowledge is shared. From the knee
join to the hip joint. Yes, knowledge flows from the
Deanery to the Diocese. The blood flow continues from
the hip joint/Diocese to your Province, the heart of the
Council.
Here in the heart/the province, information and
knowledge is critical. It is a must! The heart must beat
and beat strong. WHY? Our brain/NCCW is fed by all
this blood/communication coming from the base/
affiliations, deaneries, diocese and province.
The National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW) is the
method in which all rings/levels of Council feed information. Communication that helps each member em-

powered by information shared from each ring.
If this information/blood is not flowing from the
base to head and from head to the base in a
timely manner.... what will happen? We may
lose a foot, leg or a life... an affiliation, deanery,
diocese or even a province.
Now do you have CCW running through your
veins? From head to toes and toes to head?
Effective Communication is the answer!
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Call for Resolutions
By Yvonne W. Pygatt, Resolutions Chair
Resolutions are statements of direction for NCCW and members to use for program planning. Resolutions will be discussed and
presented to the members for a vote during the Annual Business Meeting at the 2019 Annual Convention in Atlanta, Georgia
Resolutions Committee: A Resolutions Committee consisting of seven (7) members has been appointed by the Board of Directors
with Yvonne W. Pygatt, as Chair, Irene Schmidt, Diann Nance, Karen Painter, Marla Johnston, Louise Hartz and Linda Knepfler.
The Resolutions Committee will:
1. Review all resolutions based on the focus/theme.
2. Consolidate all similar resolutions into one that encompasses a similar issue.
Submission Process. All resolutions must be submitted with the NCCW 2019 Proposed Resolution Submission Form which will be
available on the NCCW website, www.nccw.org, and must meet the submission deadline to be considered. The following information is a summary process for the consideration of resolutions:
Deadline for Submissions. NCCW Bylaws require that any resolutions offered by members for consideration at the Annual Business Meeting must be submitted six (6) months prior to the opening date of the Annual Meeting. This year that date is February
23, 2019. Please submit resolutions to yvonne.pygatt@aol.com to arrive by the submission deadline of February 23, 2019.
Elements of a Resolution:
• A formal statement of purpose
• A rationale for the resolution
• A call for specific action
For details, please see the NCCW 2019 Proposed Resolution Submission Form and the Format Example of a NCCW Proposed Resolution that are online at www.nccw.org.
Criteria for Resolutions:
• Consistent with the NCCW Mission Statement and constructive in nature
• National in scope
• Capable of implementation by NCCW membership on a national level
• Submitted according to the required format and timetable
• Does not duplicate a previously approved resolution but could amend or update a previous resolution by modifying or updating the call for action
Approval Process. The Resolutions Committee shall review resolutions received and present them to the Board of Directors with
recommendations for consideration and approval. By majority vote, the Board of Directors shall have the power to reject any resolution. If a resolution is rejected by the Board of Directors, the member submitting the resolution may present it for consideration at the Annual Meeting provided there is a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the voting members in favor of considering the proposed
resolution. The official notice of the proposed resolution approved by the Board of Directors with an explanation of the rationale
of the Board of Directors must be sent to the membership at least two (2) months prior to the Annual Meeting (June 25, 2019).
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February: Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month
By Kathy Bonner

How Can We Help?
First, create awareness:
 20.9% of female high school students and 13.4% of male high school students report being physically or sexually

abused by a dating partner.
 43% of dating college women reported experiencing abusive behaviors from their partner.
 These young people are the future. What future will they have or not have?

Legislative Advocacy Committee:
•

Many states do not have laws that protect abuse/violence in dating situations. Contact your legislators to ask
about the laws in your state.

•

Push for education in the schools.

•

Contact your local law enforcement about local laws and protections.

Service Commission:
•

Encourage and help finance programs in your parish for the youth groups. Let the youth know the difference between a healthy and unhealthy relationship.

•

Provide parents with healthy conversation starters to help their children;

•

Avoid criticism; do not choose times when you are angry or upset with your teen.

•

Ask: What do your classmates consider a healthy way to argue? Unhealthy way?

•

Do you feel you have the right to disagree with the person you are dating?

•

Be sure to assess your own methods, which might be mirroring an example to the teen.

Spirituality Commission:
•

Always promote prayer: for the victims and a change in the abuser.

•

Prayers are included in the NCCW Women Healing the Wounds resource.

Dating violence behaviors can lead teens to commit suicide, become targets for human trafficking, and could lead to
the pattern continuing in their adult life.
NCCW has information and resources included in the Women Healing the Wounds resources.

Plan ahead to use the newest resource to educate the people in the pews of your parish during October, Domestic Violence Awareness Month…it is not too soon to start planning now. Visit the NCCW website, click the Commission tab
then the Service Commission box, then scroll down to Domestic Violence.
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Education Committee: Encountering Jesus through Mary
By Beth Mahoney, Education Committee Chair
Our Church just completed another
World Youth Day in Panama with our
young people from January 22-27th.
The theme for WYD 2019 was, “I am
the servant of the Lord. May it be done
to me according to your word.” (Lk
1:38). The verse comes from Luke’s
Gospel account of the birth of Jesus
being foretold, when the angel Gabriel
came to Mary announcing that she
would conceive and bear a son that
she would call Jesus. Despite the initial
confusion (“How can this be, since I
have no husband?”), Mary gave her
firm assent and trust to God by saying
“May it be done to me according to
your word.”
As Catholic Women, we journey with
our Blessed Mother Mary and give witness to the words from the Gospel of
Luke. The Education Committee has
given some focus on our youth and
young adult Councils and we are trying
to find ways to support our young
women to seize the invitation to join
us. One important way our Councils
can embrace this initiative would be to
invite a young woman who attended
the WYD 2019 in Panama to your next
Council meeting. Ask her to share this
experience, to give a witness to what
she lived, to give her an opportunity to
speak about her awesome encounter
with Jesus and his mother Mary, as she
met other youth from around the
world. This international event with
Pope Francis helps us, as Catholic
Women, to reach out to them, to sup-

port them and to meet them in
their experience of Church. The
young women who attend WYD
need a place to share this profound
moment in their lives upon their
return to their parishes and diocese. Let us avail ourselves in this
moment, and open our hearts and
our Councils to these young women
so they can share with us God’s call
and His presence in their lives and
so that our Councils will be enriched by their presence.
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The Personal and Societal Threat of Pornography
By Karen Painter, Representative to the Religious Alliance Against Pornography and Legislative Advocacy
Co-Chair
Fight the New Drug, a non profit group whose mission
is to raise awareness of the harmful effects of pornography, has released a three-part documentary called
Brain, Heart, World that shows the harmful effects of
porn on the brain, in relationships and in society.

Each episode is only 30 minutes and delves into the
three main areas damaged by pornography. Clay Olsen, president and co-founder of Fight The New Drug,
said in an interview with National Catholic Register,
"We started Fight the New Drug 10 years ago, and the
intention has always been to bring awareness to the
younger generation, to help them make more educated decisions on the topic, knowing that this was an
issue impacting a generation like no other generation
in human history."

•

•
•

Episode 1 focuses on the brain, educates individuals on the potential harmful impact of pornography to individuals and neurologically.
Episode 2 is on the heart and impact to relationships, connections and love.
Episode 3 is on the world, exploring the larger
societal impact of pornography and what we can
do to combat it collectively.”

I have met Clay Olsen and his team several times and
their work with young people has had a great impact;
they have helped many youth make better decisions,
and they reach them through one the most popular
media for the young, their music.

