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Snow is swirling around outside the window lending truth to the old saying about
March coming in like a lion. I must say
that it is quite beautiful, almost magical,
the way it transforms everything to crystal clear white. In the same way, we are
entering the liturgical season of Lent, a
time when we have 40 special days to
clear our souls, listening closely to hear
the whisper of the Lord and turning to
help our neighbors in need with added
grace. We are indeed blessed to have
Council to make us aware of our responsibility to our brothers and sisters and to
our world, as well as the blessing of
Council resources and prayers to assist us
on our Lenten journey.
Our NCCW theme this year is based on
Laudato Si and I do hope that you have
found the wonderful related resources
right on the homepage of our beautiful
website (www.nccw.org). There you will
find a Lenten Calendar based on Laudato
Si, a Vatican video on the encyclical, the
encyclical itself, a wonderful link to all
the resources of our partner, the Catholic
Climate Covenant, and our own profoundly beautiful and so useful NCCW 30day guide through the document prepared by our Education Committee.
Laudato Si opens our eyes and our hearts
to the extraordinary gift we have been
given. The gift of realizing our deep relatedness to our Earth and to all God’s children. We each are unique but all united
in our common humanity and in our need

to respect and protect our common
home. I think we shall never lose the
ability to marvel at the stunning beauty
of our planet as seen in the Apollo mission photos in which Earth appears as a
striking blue white jewel on a black velvet background. Our home. Our common home that we share with each other. May we always be cognizant of our
responsibility to protect our fragile
planet and our most fragile brothers
and sisters for we are all part of God’s
dearly loved creation and He entrusted
this care to us.
I learned much concerning the needs of
others when I was privileged to attend
the Catholic Social Ministry Gathering in
Washington, D.C. in February. I have
provided a summary of that enlightening experience on our website.
In preparation for the February meeting
of bishops in the Vatican concerning the
sexual abuse crisis, I was asked to write
a novena for our members and was
happy to do so; it was on our website
and I hope you were able to join us in
prayer. I also wrote a letter and a press
release that conveyed our grave disappointment with the legislation in New
York and proposed elsewhere concerning the horror of legalizing late term
abortion. Our Province Directors
worked hard to place the letter in diocesan and secular publications. It is im-
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portant that we speak out strongly with a united voice when such morally reprehensible laws
are proposed and that is why we sent an eblast
concerning the Senate vote on late term abortion to our members. Thank you for writing
and calling your congresspersons.
Our highly anticipated resource on passing our
faith on to the next generation, enabling us to
keep our children in or bring them back to our
Church, is ready to go to the printers and will
soon be available. I know you will love this resource.
I am delighted to let you know that we have a
wonderful new employee, Mahdere (Mimi)
Bekele who has joined our NCCW Office staff.
She is replacing Iris who had to leave for personal reasons. I know you will enjoy speaking
with Mimi who comes to us with excellent
qualifications and a lovely spirit.
I’m just returned from LA where I so enjoyed
being at their Province meeting. It is always a
delight to be able to travel around the country
to meet our members in person and learn of all
their beautiful work.

Finally, I would remind you of the brief 5 question survey for the first step in our Strategic
Planning process. Please fill this out and send it
in. Thank you to all who have done so already.
I could not close a March message to you without wishing you all most blessed feast days of
St. Patrick and St. Joseph.
May Our Lady of Good Counsel hold you close
as your journey through this gifted time of Lenten grace.

STRATEGIC PLANNING QUESTIONNAIRE
Please submit your return to the NCCW Office by April
1, 2019 using our email nccw01@nccw.org or through
the US Mail at: National Council of Catholic Women,
Strategic Planning, 200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 725, Arlington, VA 22203.
As you respond to the following questions, please note
that brief (one – three word) answers are the most useful.
QUESTION ONE: What do you feel will be the greatest
challenge that NCCW will have in the next 5 years?

When you read this, I’ll be attending the Commission on the Status of Women meetings at
the United Nations in New York where I know
I’ll run into our great NCCW representative to
the UN, Theresa Boscia. Please pray that the
work accomplished there is for the benefit of
all persons and God’s glory.

QUESTION TWO: What do you feel will be the greatest
opportunity that NCCW will have in the next 5 years?

In this issue of Connect, you will find an opportunity to remember your mother and other
women in your life who have touched your
heart with a Mass at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in
Washington, D.C. on Mother’s Day weekend.
We are so pleased to be able to offer this to
our members again this year.

QUESTION FIVE: What do you feel the NCCW should
look like in the next five years?



QUESTION THREE: What do you feel the NCCW is doing
well, at present?
QUESTION FOUR: What do you feel the NCCW should
concentrate on in the next five years?

Thank you for your valuable gifts of time and thoughtful
answers.
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From the President-elect
By Jean Kelly, NCCW President-Elect
Registration is open March
1st on the NCCW website
and we are looking forward
to everyone coming to Atlanta! You can also download the Convention registration form here.
You can sign up for the
World of Coke Tour on Tuesday afternoon leaving the
hotel at 1:00 and returning around 5:00 pm.
Thursday’s night fun will be found at the Province
Dinners. A delicious meal and time to enjoy your
Province! What games will you play? I saw some very
creative things last year and there was a lot of laughter coming from the rooms where the dinners were
held.
Friday 11:00 – 1:15 is the ever popular purse auction.
Fr. Gerard is excited to be our Auctioneer again and
he makes it so much fun! Veronica Way and her
team of Province Directors will be “Puttin on the
Ritz” Georgia style. Don’t miss this fun time!
Friday evening’s Fundraiser is the Lourdes Virtual
Pilgrimage Experience. Touch the actual Grotto rocks;
receive real Lourdes water, a Eucharistic Blessing and

Saturday is the Closing Banquet and
entertainment chosen by our host
Council.
The Program Ad form is on the website and we encourage you to contact your Councils, friends and
arch/dioceses. It is always fun to go back and read
each one after the Convention is long over. (Please
keep in mind that this year the ads are due July
5th!)
Exhibitor forms are available on the website also if
you know of someone that would be interested in
being an exhibitor.
See you in Atlanta!

March Member Call
The next member call will be held on March 20,
2019, featuring the Education Committee. The call
will be led by Beth Mahoney, Education Committee
Chair. Call in and hear about the work this Commission is doing for you!
Member Call information
Call in number for all calls: (515) 739 - 1261
Access Code: 703993#
Times are 5 pm (PT), 6 pm (MT), 7 pm (CT), and 8 pm
(ET)
1.

If you join the call after the start time, please do
not announce yourself despite the instruction to do
so.

2. When you join the call, please mute your phone by
pressing *6. You can take the phone off mute if
you wish to speak by pressing *6 again.

a Plenary Indulgence will be granted by Papal Decree.
The $25 ticket price includes a donation to Our Lady
of Lourdes Hospitality. No additional collection will
be taken.

If you are unable to join the call, it will be recorded and
a link will be posted on nccw.org.
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Purse Club—Assisting Women Discerning a Religious Vocation
By Sheila S. Hopkins, Immediate Past President
In fall of 2016, NCCW entered into a covenantal
agreement with the National Fund for Catholic Religious Vocations to help women discerning a vocation to religious life. Most women have debt such as
student loans or credit cards. Religious orders cannot take on payment of these debts and most cannot support a women with room, board, health
insurance and incidentals in the discernment period. The Vocation Purse Club was established to provide funds so women can pursue religious life if that
is their vocation choice.
Religious orders apply to NFCRV for funding for
women who are looking to enter their order. All
applicants are reviewed and a grant amount is established for each candidate. If a women decides
the religious life is not for her, she will not have to
repay what has been paid for her but will take back
the debt she still owes. Eight religious orders have
applied for funding for candidates. Partnering with
NFCRV was an effective way to assist women utilizing their expertise with funding.
NFCRV sends the applicant list with approved
amounts to NCCW who forwards the funding to
NFCRV for payout. The funds raised and contributed
to the Vocation Purse Club ($53,00 in two years)
have resulted in the following grants:
2017 8 candidates Total paid out: $25,741.19
2018 6 candidates Total paid out: $21,617.69

An updated list of approved candidates will be sent
to NCCW in the summer. As you plan conventions
or have funding for charitable efforts, please consider the Vocation Purse Club. As women, we have
this special opportunity to help women seeking to
enter religious orders.

Photo by Josh Applegate on Unsplash
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Meet your 2019 NCCW Candidates:
The Nominating Committee presents the 2019 Candi-

•

dates. The slate is in alphabetical order. Voting takes
place April 1 – May 1, 2019. NCCW will send a link to all
individual members and current presidents of affiliates
(diocese, deanery, vicariate, parish) who have provided
NCCW with an email address. Members who do not
have an email address will receive a ballot in the mail.
Candidates’ statements, complete resumes, and photos are posted on the NCCW website. Election results
will be announced June 1 2019. Voting eligibility in the
upcoming elections requires an individual member to
be current in her dues, and affiliate presidents
(receiving 2 votes) must be listed on the record 60 days
prior to the electronic voting. (Bylaws, Article VIII, Section I.)

NOMINEES FOR PRESIDENT-ELECT
Mary Matheus, Diocese of Orlando

“Involved in CCW for over 30 years, I served as your
NCCW Treasurer for 4 years. I served my own diocese
as president for the past two years; this gives me a
unique perspective into Council life. Together, we will…

•
•

Build our Councils by fulfilling our Baptismal call
to holiness
Be women of action
Reach out to those younger than ourselves ensuring the growth of both our Church and Councils.
As President, I will pray with you, work tirelessly
to grow membership, ensure the transparency of
our beloved organization and live out the mission
of NCCW. Humbly, I ask for your vote.”

NCCW: Treasurer, LTD Team- Co-creator/Trainer,
Committees; Finance Past Chair, OLGC, Associates of
NCCW, Friends of WUCWO,
Diocese: ODCCW President, Vice President, Executive Officer, Trainer, Personal Development Team Coordinator, Church Commission Chair,
Deanery CCW: President, Church commission cochair
Parish: Annunciation CCW: Parliamentarian, President and other offices, Parish Council; Community
Life Commission,
NCCW Conventions etc.: Pittsburgh, Dallas, Indianapolis, Orlando, Grand Rapids, Fort Lauderdale, Myrtle Beach, Jacksonville, Columbus, Atlanta; General
Assemblies, Salt Lake City and Milwaukee, WUCWO
General Assembly, Attended NCCW Leadership Institute Training,
Other Organizations: HIV Planning Council of Orlando EMA: Mayor appointee, Committees; finance
chair, client services, membership, and nominating
chair
Education:12 yrs. of Catholic education, Attended
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee, Attended Valencia State College.
Present Employment: 29 years as controller for a
concrete/masonry sub-contractor
Awards: Diocesan Mary Mother of God medal.

Page 6

Other Organizations: Parent Teacher organization
for 22 years with leadership positions; Amarillo A &
M Mothers' Club for 7 years serving as Vice President, Treasurer and Scholarship Committee,
Education: Bachelor of Science in Nursing,
Present employment: Have served as floor nurse, charge
nurse and Director of Nursing at St. Anthony's Hospital; co
-owned two insurance agencies for 38 years.
Pat Voorhes, Diocese of Salt Lake City

Teresa Sarzynski, Diocese of Amarillo
“We are called to support, educate and empower
Catholic Women. I place my name in nomination
for NCCW President-Elect, a job I have been training for throughout my 34 years of service to Council. As I finish my term as Secretary, serving on the
Executive Committee, I find the work of Council to
be fascinating and would love to help further our
mission. NCCW has seen great changes lately and I
have followed its progress while serving as Secretary, Province Director, Service, Governance, Nominating, Resolution and OLOGC committees. Please
vote for me and allow me to continue to contribute to the organization I love.”
NCCW: NCCW Secretary, Member of the NCCW
Executive Committee; Other committees; Service,
Governance, Nominating, Resolutions and Our Lady
of Good Council,
Province: Board member, Province Director,
A/DCCW: President, Vice President, Secretary,
Community Concerns Committee and Silent Auction,
Central Deanery CCW: Amarillo, Parliamentarian,
Vice President, Treasurer,
Parish: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Parliamentarian and Circle President,
Conventions/ Workshops: I have been honored to
attend 17 NCCW conventions and General Assemblies since 1999. I have attended NCCW Leadership
and Development Training twice,

“We are women of faith reflecting God’s joy in our service and desire for justice. For 38 years I have been an
active member of council on all levels. My experience enables me to understand our past; identify the realities of
our present; enhances my ability to increase our growth
and guide NCCW into the future. As President-elect, with
God’s help, I will continue my philosophy to enrich the
lives of members, build on our leadership, and pursue opportunities to create a more just and caring world. I will
use my strong faith, sense of community, education, leadership skills to help NCCW prosper in the next century.”
NCCW: Family Services Commission Chair, Leadership
Trainer, Secretary, Church Commission Chair, General Assembly Co-chair, NCCW Associates
Province: San Francisco Province Director, Secretary, Presenter,
Diocesan Council Experience: SLDCCW Secretary, Commissions; Leadership Commission Chair, Church Chair, Commission for Women’s Concerns, President, 1st VP, 2nd VP,
Continued on page 7
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Wasatch Deanery: founding President,
Parish: St. Vincent de Paul CCW President, Blessed Sacrament CCW president,
Other Organizations: Society for Transplant Social
Workers; Treasurer, bylaws Committee chair, Secretary,
Utah Chapter of NASW,
Education: MSW, 3 years towards PhD in Human Services, Licensed Clinical Social Worker, Certified Clinical
Transplant Social Worker, Basic and Master Catechist
Certification,
Employment: University of Utah Solid Organ Transplant
Department, Other Professional or Business Experience: CEO, New Life Treatment Center, Primary Therapist/Clinical Director, Director of Religious Education
Awards: University Healthcare: Peer Recognition Award,
Transplant Social Worker of the Year, Service Award.
Parish Woman of the Year.

NOMINEES FOR SECRETARY
Tracy Janis, Diocese of Boise ID

“To serve this amazing organization as Secretary would be a
blessing! I believe that my interpersonal and communication skills along with my computer, administrative and service qualifications will benefit
NCCW. I have served at all levels of Council which gives me a
strong knowledge base of all aspects of CCW. As
a support specialist at a national investment
firm, my position requires all client interactions
be accurately and sufficiently documented. By
utilizing my skills and qualifications, I will be able
to successfully fulfill the responsibilities of Secretary in a manner as to uphold those duties as per
our bylaws and any others directed to me.”
NCCW: Co-Chair, Membership Development Committee, NCCW Leadership Commission, (developed projects to increase membership),
Province Director: Identifies and addresses organizational and membership issues, Completes presentations

and reports for Provincial Bishops, A/D CCW Presidents,
and Spiritual Advisors,
Idaho CCW: President, Spiritual Commission Chair,
ICCW West Central Deanery: Spiritual Commission
Chair, Parish: St. Mark's CCW President, Noel Boutique
Chair, Altar Care Chair, Hospitality Chair,
NCCW Conventions: Pittsburgh, Dallas, Indianapolis,
Grand Rapids, Orlando, Ft. Lauderdale, Jacksonville,
Workshops: LTD Conference, Seattle
Other Organization Experience: Boise Row for Freedom-Human Trafficking Awareness,
Education: Boise State University BBA; Finance
Present Employment: Wells Fargo Advisors, Regional
Support Specialist, Optional Information: Advance
Word, Advance Excel, Efficient PowerPoint, Outlook.
Ruth Warren, Diocese of Portland ME
“The role of a Secretary is one of
responsibility and accuracy, an effective communicator, open to suggestions with input from many, often all
at once. In addition to running a
small business, I am a one-on-one
aide with special needs kids; documenting the events of their day, supporting the teacher and student. As Province Director, I
act as the liaison between NCCW and my region; communicating with members and non-members, Bishops
and Clergy. As the mother of ten, I multi-task and am
highly organized with the help of a very supportive husband. I believe my life experiences and responsibilities
make me uniquely qualified.”
NCCW: Service Commission, Education Committee,
NCCW Associates,
Province Director: 2017 to present,
Diocesan: Maine CCW, President, Vice President, Service Commission Chair, Organization Chair,
Parish: St. Anne’s Catholic Church; President, Eucharistic Minister, Religious Education Teacher,
Conventions: Jacksonville, Washington, Dallas, Pittsburgh.
Continued on page 8
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Other Organizations: Town of Standish, Arsenic Ad Hoc
Committee Member, Bonny Eagle Basketball League
Treasurer,
Education: University of Southern Maine; Sociology and
Nursing, Babson College; 2-year Bank Management Certificate Program,
Work Experience: Small Business Owner; Marketplace
Gifts LLC, Maine School Administrative District 6; substitute Teacher, One-on-one aide for students with special
needs, Gorham Savings Bank; Teller, Loan Officer, Branch
Manager, handled all the books and paperwork for the
family business while continuing to have children (10).
Other: I believe I am organized, an efficient multi-tasker
and uniquely qualified as evidenced by my current work,
family and civic responsibilities.

NOMINEES FOR NOMINATING COMMITTEE
9 candidates are nominated for 7 positions on the Nominating Committee (Complete statements will be on the
NCCW website):

Jean Bazley, Diocese of St Augustine
Connie Gillies, Diocese of Norwich
Mary Glossen , Diocese of Rockford
Rose Guerrero, Diocese of Pueblo
Chris Heiderscheidt , Diocese of New Ulm
Deanna Holmer, Archdiocese of Atlanta
Debbie Keller, Archdiocese of St. Paul/Minneapolis
Joby Parker, Diocese of Great Falls/Billings
Kathy Wilmes, Diocese of Winona/Rochester

The Time Is Here!
By Nancy Poll, Nominating Committee Chair
It is time for you to cast your vote for the future
of the National Council of Catholic Women. It
may sound dramatic, but it is true. You have the
opportunity/obligation to help mold the future
of NCCW by voting for the 2019-2021 leaders
April 1 through May 1. Voting has become so
convenient; there is really no excuse for not
voting. Thanks to the NCCW office, it can’t get
much easier!
In the last elections, only nineteen percent of
eligible voters cast their vote. That is a very
small percentage of our voting members defining the future of the National Council of Catholic Women. With the guidance of Our Lady of
Good Counsel, please vote during the month of
April.
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From the Treasurer

Spirituality Commission

By Rose Martinet, NCCW Treasurer

By Mary Rowley, Spirituality Commission Chair

It’s still snowing and lots of below freezing days while
Lent is about to start. I hope that you have planed
positive things that you will do for others during
Lent. Checking in on the home bound and visiting
those who could use someone to talk to are some
things we all can do.

As we March into this month we look to the days
ahead for Lent. This is a time for us to grow in our
faith and to get closer to Christ as we journey
through the forty days of Lent learning what our
Lord did during his evangelization of the Kingdom.
I hope you will take the time to during this Lent to
use the terrific resources that NCCW has for you
and your Council so that this Lent will be a fruitful
one.

Many thanks to those who support NCCW by making
their Amazon purchases through their AmazonSmile
program. We received a $60.22 donation from the
AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of activity between October 1 and December 31, 2018. This is an
increase over last year at this time. Thanks for making NCCW your recipient. If you would like to participate in this program go to smile.amazon.com and
indicate you want to support the National Council of
Catholic Women. Then when you want to order from
Amazon go to smile.amazon.com to place your order
instead of amazon.com. You will be able to see and
order just as if you were on the amazon.com and
NCCW will receive a donation from the AmazonSmile
Foundation from your orders and other NCCW supporters. Thank You again.
Thanks to those who have paid their 2019 dues. If
your affiliate wishes to vote at Convention please be
sure that their dues are paid.
As spring approaches many Parishes disburse the
funds that they have raised throughout the year.
Please consider making a donation to NCCW out of
these funds or have a fund raiser on behave of
NCCW. We welcome all of your support for without
it NCCW would not be Celebrating its 99th Birthday.
I hope many of you are making plans to attend our
Convention in Atlanta this August. I look forward to
being with my Council sisters every year and I hope
you do too.
Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray for us.

Last month I shared with you our kind card “No
Matter What.” I’m happy to say that this is now in
the process of being included on the NCCW website and also sold in the NCCW store. In order to
download it and print the cards off you will need
to log in on the NCCW website using your user
name and password. Then, you will click on
“Member Only Resources” and select the items
you wish to download. The idea behind this is to
have these cards available with you so that if and
when you see someone that looks like they need
some encouraging words you can pass the card to
them. The template is a business card size so it
will fit easily in the person’s wallet, pocket, etc.
The action of this kind card is to help people realize that they are someone special and that God
loves them through all the pains they endure.
Our commission will begin compiling a memorial
for any children, grandchildren, or special friends
who have died by suicide. If you know of any,
please email me their first name only and a picture if you would like the picture included. I
would like to have this information by May 15,
2019, so that we will have plenty of time to put
this memorial together. Please email me at
mcr662017@outlook.com
May God Bless you all!
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Leadership Commission

Mother’s Day

By Bev McCarvel, Leadership Commission Chair

By Maribeth Stewart Blogoslawski

Snow white greetings from Minnesota where it
snows every other day or so. There is no shortage of
snowmen. Did you know SNOWMEN fall from heaven – unassembled? It’s a fact!

Dignity, courage, grace, and unconditional love.
Do these words bring to mind a woman or
women in your life who gave you gifts of life,
hope, faith, countless hugs and kisses, and life
lessons upon which you rely to this day? The
National Council of Catholic Women is pleased
to bring you the opportunity to remember and
honor these women in a very special and beautiful way this Mother’s Day by having them
prayed for in Masses on Mother’s Day weekend
at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.

I hope many of you were on the NCCW January
Member Call with Jane Carter. She has so many
good ideas. If you missed it, you can still listen to it
on the web site. Also, there you will find 5 pages of
helpful resources to print out and use. I am encouraging you to do this as these forms will help you
with your meetings, with planning, with membership. Check out the names:


Cookbook Party Meeting Formula



Living the NCCW Resolutions



Make a BIG DEAL about ending Hunger



Membership Development



TELL A STORY

Now if those names don’t get your juices flowing, I
don’t know what would. PLEASE take advantage of
this information. It is here for YOU to use. They
don’t do any one any good sitting in the computer
with no one reading them or putting them into use.
I hope you know your national board puts in long
hours to help YOU and your Council become the
“best version of itself” (in the words of Matthew
Kelly).
Last month I encouraged you to go to the nccw.org
website and get familiar with it. If you did, GREAT! If
that is still on your “to do” list, I have good news for
you. There is a quick GUIDE to the website. Here’s
how you find it. When you get to the webpage just
scroll all the way to the bottom and you will see
Website Navigation and a Blue Tab that says Learn
more >
Click on that and there is a wonderful “GUIDE” that
you can print out and follow as you travel around
our website. Check out the “Store” these items
make great door prizes.

How very fitting to honor our mothers, daughters, godmothers, grandmothers, aunts, and
important women in our lives by having them
remembered in Masses said at this National
Shrine of Mary on Mother’s Day 2019.
At our spring Board meeting, our NCCW Board
walks down to Mary’s Garden, a beautiful and
peaceful site at the Shrine that was donated by
the NCCW, to recite the rosary for our NCCW
and its members, past and present. This practice and this Garden present a tangible and
lasting connection with the Basilica and our
NCCW.
A minimum donation of $20 per name is requested. Donations will be split between our
NCCW and the Basilica. Please send completed
forms directly to the NCCW office by May 1st. If
you wish to let those you are honoring know of
your special remembrance, please be sure to
include their name(s) and address(es) and an
acknowledgment will be sent to them noting
that a donation has been made in their honor
by you (or you may request your gift be given
anonymously).
Thank you for considering participation in this
beautiful way to honor your mother and those
women who have been important to you in
your life.
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Service Commission

Call for Bylaws Amendments

By Diane Tugander, Service Commission Chair

By Amy Kennedy, Bylaws Committee Chair

As we approach the Lenten season on the Liturgical calendar, the Service Commission has prepared for you a Lenten Calendar based on
Laudato Si. In keeping with our NCCW theme
“Caring for God’s Creation”, we came up the
following; Monday Mugs, Tuesday Totes,
Wednesday – Soup & Scripture, Thirsty Thursday, Friday – Faith, Sharing & Fasting, Sort &
Share Saturday and on Sunday we Reflect, Review & Reboot.

Like any thriving organization, the National
Council of Catholic Women periodically
amends or revises its bylaws to serve better its
membership and the mission of the organization. Each year at our annual convention proposed bylaws amendments are voted on by
attending Individual Members and Affiliation
Delegates. Although our convention is not until August, the Bylaws amendment process begins now.

With the help of our wonderful NCCW office
staff we have attached a link for you to go to
download and copy the calendar for your use.
Please copy and share this calendar with all
you encounter during this season of Lent. Maybe after the 40 days we will get into the habit
of using more personal mugs, totes and reusables. Maybe we will have cleaned out and sorted through out things and given away our overflow to those who are in need. Maybe we will
conserve more and be more responsible for
this world God has put in our care. As we await
His glorious Resurrection, may we continue to
Care for His Creation.

Any NCCW affiliation or subdivision president
or any three (3) Individual Members may propose amendments to the NCCW Bylaws. Proposed amendments are reviewed by the Bylaws Committee and are then presented to the
NCCW Board of Directors for consideration at
its spring meeting. Notice of the proposed
amendments approved by the Board is sent to
all affiliation presidents, subdivision presidents,
and individual members sixty (60) days in advance of our annual convention.
To allow for the Bylaws Committee and Board
of Directors sufficient time to consider amendments for voting at our 2018 convention, proposed amendments using this form must be
received by the Bylaws Committee Chair no
later than April 12, 2019. A copy of our current
bylaws may be found here.
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Our Lady of Good Counsel 2019 Award
By Teresa Sarzynski, NCCW Secretary and Our Lady of Good Counsel Award Committee Chair
Who do you know that is the “Best in Council”? Anyone who
“floats to the top” when you are considering women who have influenced you or who show all the “best” qualities of Council members.
Our Lady of Good Counsel Award committee is looking for exemplary women nominations for the Our Lady of Good Counsel
Award, 2019. Nomination forms are located on the home page of
the nccw.org website. The nomination form has several requirements and needs to be completed and submitted in its entirety by
April 25, 2019. Please think about whom you want to nominate
and get the paperwork submitted to the NCCW office. We need the
“best of the best of the best.”

LTD: Recipe for Success
By Mary Matheus, LTD trainer and Coordinator #3
What is something that is universal throughout Councils
all over the United States? We hold meetings. Meetings
facilitate accomplishing our mission, goals and projects.
They need to run efficiently with member’s input and
opinions, come to a common consensus and then act.
How do we do that?

•
•
•

•
•

•

Start on time. Nothing is worse than wasting member’s valuable time by starting late.
Have an agenda and STICK to it.
Limit the time officers and chairs have to give their
report. Time could be limited to as short as one minute. This assures that they are prepared and give
concise reports.
Use Robert’s Rules of Order. This allows order and
gives all members the opportunity to be heard.
Limit the discussion on an item. Allow them to
speak only once until everyone has spoken. If they
are restating what has already been said, end the
discussion by asking if anyone has a new point they
want to share.
If the discussion has strayed away from a subject,

•

•

•

direct it back by stating that the group is off
topic and needs to return to the original discussion.
Make sure that motion forms are utilized so
the secretary has the exact wording of the
person making the motion.
End on time…. people appreciate knowing
when a meeting will end. Especially if we
have younger women attending who are
paying a sitter.
And lastly, the presider should SMILE and be
cheery. The mood of the presider will be
cast upon the members in attendance. A
happy presider makes a happy meeting. A
grumpy presider can make a meeting tense
and uncomfortable.

These tips will help your meetings to run
smoothly thus accomplishing your mission.
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Domestic Violence
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Education Committee: Adding to Life
By Beth Mahoney, Education Committee
Chair
As we begin our Lenten journey this

The Education Committee has excel-

month with the observance of Ash

lent resources that will help to chal-

Wednesday, we pause to reflect on our

lenge us to move out of our comfort

relationship with God and with others.

zone and do something special for

This time can certainly give us moments

these 40 days of Lent. I leave us with

to share with our Council sisters on

this challenge to think of something

some of the educational resources that

that will touch our hearts and awak-

are available on our NCCW website.

en in us to desire to grow closer to

When we ponder what to give up for

our Lord Jesus and his mother Mary.

Lent, our diocesan spiritual advisor
shared that perhaps you might want to
think of adding something to your life,
instead of giving something up. Some
suggestions were, attending Mass daily,
making a visit to the chapel for adora-

tion, praying the Stations of the Cross or
visiting some you have not seen in a
while. These were suggested to us, in
the Diocese of Fall River, to help us look
at making a spiritual change in our lives.
As I personally reflected on these
words, it made sense. Often times we
give up something that does not make a
major change in life. We might lose a
few pounds because we gave up sweets
or we stopped drinking coffee but those
around us wished we hadn’t.
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Care for Creation—Celebrate Earth Day

By Sheila S. Hopkins, Legislative Advocacy Co-Chair
As part of our focus this year on Laudato Si, I recommend that you sign up for Earth Day 2019 materials
produced by Catholic Climate Covenant at: https://
catholicclimatecovenant.org/program/earth-day
The theme chosen is "All Creation Gives God Praise:
Protecting Biodiversity in a Time of Climate Crisis”.
Given the increasing environmental challenges such
as fire, drought and hurricanes, it is appropriate to
take action to protect all species by mobilizing Catholics and others of good will in these challenging
times.
By signing up now, you will receive the materials via
email in March. This will include prayers, readings, a
video and suggested activities. Dan Misleh, the Executive Director of Catholic Climate Covenant, will be
one of our speakers at the 2019 NCCW Convention in
Atlanta, GA.

