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From the President
By Jean Kelly
Is it September already? I have been seeing school buses practicing their routes
and school supplies in stores, but it just
doesn’t seem possible. Many schools are
returning to in-school instruction while
others are continuing virtual learning.
Let’s keep all of the students, teachers,
administration and parents in our prayers as they start the school year.
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This September will be different from
others that you have had in the past for
your Councils. How creative have you
been in starting your new Council year? I
am looking forward to reading about it in
the Affiliate Happenings on the NCCW
website or in your newsletters that you
forward to the NCCW secretary which
are then shared among the Board of Directors and passed down.
Are you preparing for Council Sunday
during the month of October? See the
ideas in the Leadership Commission article by Ruth Warren. Are you preparing
items for Boxes of Joy? I have seen posts
about some ideas for the Walking With
Moms in Need initiative and I am impressed! A “No Show Baby Shower” in
Michigan collected gift cards and in Wisconsin, a shower with links to stores and
items are sent directly to pregnancy help
centers. Prayers, meals, and layette
items were given by several Councils to
moms in need. This initiative runs
through March 25, 2021 and is one of
the Resolutions passed by the Board of
Directors. We are encouraging your
Councils to support both resolutions:
Appreciation of Spiritual Advisors and

Walking With Moms in Need, both of
which are posted at nccw.org.

In Pennsylvania, a drive by “thank you”
for the Benedictine Nuns was held instead of the traditional dinner. Several
Councils shared their wonderful mask
making abilities. The Washington, DC
ACCW is holding a nightly rosary call
and Venice, Florida celebrated Laudato
Si by creating a short power point and
30 days of reflections, sharing them
with all of their members and asking
for any actions taken afterwards to be
reported. This will be wonderful to hear
about when they share the actions.
Recently, I saw that the St. Francis sisters in Wisconsin had a drive through
“Beer Garden in a Box” as a fundraiser
with no contact pick up. I know we
have a lot of clever members out there;
can you come up with something and
share it in the Affiliate Happenings?
Continued on page 2
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I am overwhelmed by your generosity to the sustainability campaign to help ease the loss of convention
revenue. We will be sharing reports from the accountants when completed.
Happy Council Sunday and I would love to hear how
you were able to accomplish getting the word out
about Council even with COVID and the limitations on
our being able to meet in person.

NCCW Domestic Violence resources to help you prepare for Domestic Violence Awareness Month in October are found at nccw.org. Women Healing the
Wounds can be downloaded at the members only
side of the NCCW website, the brochure can be obtained by calling the office, and Mending the Brokenness...With Real Love can be found under the Service
Commission tab.

The Centennial History Books are here! Make sure to
purchase one now at the NCCW online store—for
yourself, your CCW President, your Spiritual Advisor
and one for your Bishop.

A warm welcome to Father Miguel Gonzalez, Chair of
NCCW Spiritual Advisors, Marla Johnston, NCCW
Treasurer, and all the new Province Directors who
were installed via Zoom on August 29th.

From the President-Elect
By Pat Voorhes,
President-Elect

Awareness Month (October 2020).

Update on Convention 202One

The member call will highlight a variety of ways to
assist:

Please pray with me for a vaccine
against Coronavirus so we can
safely gather August 25-28, 2021 in
Arlington, Virginia, at the Crystal
Gateway Marriott for Convention
202One. Gloria Purvis will be our
keynote speaker Thursday, August 26th; Abby Johnson
will speak Friday, August 27th; and new to our lineup of
fabulous speakers is Elizabeth Tomlin, author of Joyful
Momentum: A Catholic Handbook on Growing and Sustaining Vibrant Women’s Groups, who will speak Saturday, August 28th.
September 16, 2020 Member Call


Have you ever thought that you do not know anyone dealing with domestic violence/abuse?



Did you know that between March 19-24, 2020
crime fell by 25% but domestic violence—a crime
committed in private, in people’s homes - increased
by 5%?



Did you know that domestic violence increased up
to 20% in some states between April and May of
2020?

Please join us for the September 16, 2020 Member Call
for a discussion led by Kathy Bonner discussing Domestic Violence and preparations for Domestic Violence

•

Sharing ideas others have accomplished

•

Use of the parish bulletin or website during
October: Domestic Violence Awareness Month

•

Uplifting notes to those in a shelter (always
protecting their privacy)

•

Helping keep the family pet close on abuse
shelter property

•

Sharing your special skills

•

How one local Thrift shop provides financial
assistance

One hour of your time could change many lives!

Member Call Information
Times are 4:45pm PT, 5:45pm MT, 6:45pm CT;
and 7:45pm ET. Call in number for all calls:
(515)-606-5163 Pin 703993# If you join the call
after the start time, please do not announce
yourself despite the instruction to do so. When
you join the call, please mute your phone by
pressing *6. You can take the phone off mute if
you wish to speak by pressing *6
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Seeking women of faith, poise, character
Members of the 2019-2021 Nominating Committee in the photo —
seated l-r: Rose Guerrero
(rose-_guerrero51@yahoo.com),
Mary Glosson
(maryglosson@hotmail.com) and
Jean Bazley (ladiebug39@aol.com)
Standing l-r: Chris Heiderscheidt
(chrisheiderscheidt@gmail.com),
Debbie Keller
(kelkrew@gmail.com), Deanna
Holmer
(deannaholmer@gmail.com) and
Joby Parker
(jobyparker@hotmail.com).

The Nominating Committee of the National Council of Catholic Women is seeking qualified candidates for the positions of President-Elect, Secretary and seven (7) Nominating Committee Members. Election will be April 1 to May 1,
2021 (4:00 PM EST). Officers will be installed at the 2021 NCCW Convention in Arlington, VA. Information and a nomination form with qualifications and requirements for the positions are posted on the NCCW website, www.nccw.org.
Please direct nominee’s names and recommendations to the Chair of the Nominating Committee, Chris Heiderscheidt, chrisheiderscheidt@gmail.com. The deadline to receive nomination applications is midnight, December 15,
2020.
President-Elect
Beginning with her installation at the 2021 NCCW Convention, the President-Elect serves a total of six years on the Board of Directors: two years as President-Elect, two as President, and two as Immediate Past President. To be eligible for the office of President-Elect, candidates must have served as an arch/diocesan president and served on the NCCW Board of Directors for a minimum of two years. (Article VI, Section 2, Bylaws)
Secretary
The Secretary serves a two-year term, beginning with her installation at the 2021 NCCW Convention. Candidates for Secretary
should be able to commit to serving 2021-2023. (Article VI, Officers, Section 8)
Nominating Committee
Members of the Nominating Committee serve a two-year term beginning with installation at the 2021 Convention (Article VIII
Elections, Section 2). A candidate must be able to meet by conference call with other members of the Nominating Committee,
have computer skills and the ability to communicate by email.
Election Timeline
March 2021 – Announcement of candidates and candidate information is posted on the website, in the Connect and March issue
of Catholic Woman.
April 1 – May 1, 2021, 4:00 PM EST – Voting takes place.
For complete application forms and NCCW Bylaws, visit www.nccw.org.
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Leadership Commission: Council Sunday
By Ruth Warren, Leadership Commission Chair
October is one of the months we honor Mary, Patroness of the National Council of Catholic Women.
What better time than the month of October to promote NCCW, our 100th anniversary, your local affiliates and our works?
Council Sunday can occur on any Sunday of your
choosing. This is a great way to introduce or reintroduce the women in your parish to NCCW and
your local Council. Advertising for this has also never
been easier with the free, downloadable NCCW
Membership Flyer found on the members only resource page at nccw.org. You can personalize the
contact section, enlarge it as a poster or use it for a
bulletin insert. NCCW President Jean Kelly suggests
the theme for Council Sunday mirror NCCW’s theme,
A Vision for the Future.
If your affiliate has never celebrated Council Sunday,
here are a few suggestions to get you started. First,
visit nccw.org for resources on Council Sunday, the
free Membership Flyer, 100th Anniversary Prayer,
membership applications and other handouts for
your display tables. Be sure to include any brochures
or other material specific to your Council and its
achievements or awards. Second, speak with your
Diocesan President and Province Director about this,
perhaps she can attend. Your Diocesan President can
also help obtain a proclamation letter designating the
Sunday as Council Sunday from your Bishop. Don’t

Poster available for download on the members-only side of NCCW.org

forget to include your parish priest in the dialogue. He can help facilitate a date that works to
celebrate a Mass of Thanksgiving. Be sure to invite your members to assist in the Mass and celebrate with a 100th anniversary party following,
depending on your area’s COVID-19 protocols for
parish gatherings and facility use.
This has been an unusual year, so be creative. If
your area prohibits some of the suggestions, consider hosting a virtual Council Sunday. Prepare a
slide show, have member speakers and generate
enthusiasm. This might also be a great way to
engage a geographically challenged Province Director or NCCW board member. Thinking outside
the box, now that truly is A Vision for the Future.
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Service Commission

CCW Helpline

By Mary Ann Cummins, Service Commission Chair

By Rosi Schumacher,
Past NCCW Province Director

HUMAN TRAFFICKING & CHILD SEX ABUSE

Is your CCW sinking?
With the reveal of the Epstein/Maxwell child sex
abuse ring and increased human trafficking, back-toschool month in September is a prime time to bring
awareness of these issues to our families and especially our children.
More than 300,000 young people in the USA are "atrisk" for sexual exploitation. One in ten (1/10) kids
will be sexually abused before 18; ie. 1/7 girls and
1/25 boys. 66% of child sexual abuse victims NEVER
TELL ANYONE. Of children sexually abused, 20% are
abused before age 8. 1/7 incidents of sexual assault
by juveniles occur on school days between 3 pm and
7 pm.
Parents need to talk to their children about strangers
and inappropriate touch from anyone -- known or
unknown. Open and honest communication with your
child is paramount for safety. With the increased
wearing of masks by everyone, victims and perpetrators are harder to identify.
Be alert. Be responsible parents and youth. Be aware
of Human Trafficking. Call the hotline if something
looks suspicious -- 1-888-373-7888.
Family structure is the most important factor in child
sexual abuse. Children of two married biological parents are at the lowest risk. Risk increases with a stepparent or single-parent family. Children without either parent (i.e. foster families) are 10 times more
likely to be abused than children with their biological
parents. Single parents with a live-in partner are 20
times more likely to have a child victim of sexual
abuse.
The Service Commission begs you to be more vigilant
these days of uncertainty and unrest in our country.
Children are our most precious gift from God.

Some signs of a failing affiliation, deanery, or
parish CCW are:
•
•
•
•
•
•

No one wants to take a leadership position
The same few women do the same jobs
year after year
The same events are held and they are done
exactly the same way
There are no younger women involved
Your programs are boring
New members just sit and listen and then
suddenly disappear

"CCW HELPLINE" is a new initiative to help all
levels of Council from the affiliation to the province. If you need help because of failing membership, lack of leadership or just ideas to advertise and promote your Council, we are here to
help you, regardless how small your need or
how small your size. The first step is easy, just
email Rosi Schuhmacher
at ccwrose@gmail.com or call 386-672-5326
and she will connect you with a seasoned leader
to help you. No one person knows everything or
can fix everything, but working together we can
make a difference.
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Spirituality Commission: Renewed Vitality
By Kathleen Penno, Spirituality Commission Chair

RESPONSE: Gracious God, hear us.

Rounding the corner to the month of October which
is traditionally Council Recognition Month, we can
begin to set our hearts and minds to a renewed vitality for the National Council of Catholic Women. Let
us pray to the Holy Spirit for fruitfulness as our Council sisters educate and promote National Council of
Catholic Women to the ladies in the pews. Found in
the NCCW Collection of Prayers, the following intercessions were written in I990 by Donna Tiernan Mahoney, then serving as NCCW Church Communities
Chair. The petitions are suggested for Mass in honor
of Our Lady of Good Counsel and may be used alone
or integrated into the parish petitions.

LEADER: For all of us, that we may recognize
that together we are the Body of Christ and
that we may see each person as valued, loved
and gifted in God’s eyes, we pray.

LEADER: The response to the prayer of the faithful is:
Gracious God, hear us.
LEADER: Let us pray to our God who has created us
to be a people of peace, justice and love. For the
_________________ Council of Catholic Women,
that we may continue to be grounded in our
tradition as we face the challenges of the future, we pray.
RESPONSE: Gracious God, hear us.
LEADER: For the church that we may recognize the power of women and men working
together in equality, mutuality and justice, we
pray.
RESPONSE: Gracious God, hear us.

LEADER: For all women that they may recognize the dignity and blessedness of their gift of
life, we pray.
RESPONSE: Gracious God, hear us.
LEADER: For the oppressed and poor women,
that they may find strength, affirmation and
support in our council and in our Church, we
pray.

RESPONSE: Gracious God, hear us.
LEADER: For all the deceased and especially
for those who have promoted the ministry of
Jesus through the work of the
_____________ Council of Catholic Women,
we pray.
RESPONSE: Gracious God, hear us.
LEADER: O God, who is the giver of all goodness, help us to recognize Your face in our
midst as we strive, like our Mother Mary, to
be faithful and loving servants of your Word.
We ask this through Jesus Christ, Your son.
Amen
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Leadership, Training and Development
By Jody Watermann, LTD Consultant
Often the September meeting of an NCCW affiliate
marks the beginning of the program year. Plans
are made or put into action to fulfill our NCCW
mission of supporting, empowering and educating
all Catholic women in spiritualty, leadership and
service.

For many of our affiliates, the September meeting
this year may look quite different. Some areas of
our country are allowing large gatherings, some
small gatherings and others no gatherings. But
despite any limitations for face-to-face meetings,
we must still “respond with Gospel values to the
needs of the Church and society in the modern
world,” as our mission states.
How is this possible? As a society, we have learned
to do many things differently these past several
months. And as an affiliate of NCCW, we will learn
to accomplish our goals differently this year!
The first thing to do is to brainstorm about what
needs your community is experiencing, then brainstorm on how those needs can be fulfilled. Consider each element of our mission statement —as
well as NCCW 2020 Resolutions—and plan a way
to incorporate these into your program plans.
For instance, to address the mission of spiritual
growth, can you plan a holy hour in your parish?
Using social distancing guidelines and masks, you
could bring a group together for a very uplifting
experience. Or maybe a book club could be
formed, choosing a book based on your parish
saint or the Blessed Mother. You could use a format like Zoom to meet and discuss.

LTD will soon be offering virtual leadership opportunities. Be one of the first to sign up for
this new way of learning. Details will soon be
shared on the NCCW website.
And don’t forget your service projects. You can
still hold a virtual baby shower for your local
Catholic Charities or participate in Box of Joy
from Cross Catholic Outreach (details on the
NCCW Website). You might plan a Walk-a-thon
where each person solicits donors but walks
privately.
Just because we are under the constraints of a
pandemic does not eliminate our obligation to
fulfill our mission as Catholic women of NCCW!
It just means that we need to be more creative. And we are up to this challenge!
When you have completed your special event,
be sure to share your success under Affiliate
Happenings on the NCCW website so that you
can inspire others to the same level of creativity and success.
Contact us at NCCWltdcontact@gmail.com
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Legislative Advocacy
HELP VULNERABLE CHILDREN BY CONTACTING
YOUR STATE SENATOR!
By Sheila Hopkins
Legislative Advocacy Committee Chair
Now that the U. S. House of Representatives has
advanced the Global Child Thrive Act, your help is
needed to urge your U. S. Senator to support S.
2715. This act mandates incorporation of Early
Childhood Development activities into the international programs for children funded by the U.S.
Government. Early learning is critical to child development so training parents to teach their children will help them to thrive in their environment
despite poverty or displacement due to conflicts.
Funding also provides nutrition necessary for
growth and brain development.

It is easy to take for granted the educational
opportunities our children have as well as the
proper nutrition to be able to grow into capable adults. This is an example of one of the
great commandments God has given us: love
our neighbor.
Call 202- 224-3121 for Senators and ask
them to sign on and support S.2715. If they
have already signed on, thank them. It is important to let them know we appreciate their
support!

Catholic Relief Services works across the globe
helping children in countries devastated by war
such as in Syria where more than 80% of the children are affected by the country’s conflict. In Africa, a manual they developed provides parents with
a background in the developmental domains and
processes of children age 12 and under including
ideas for parents to do with their children to foster
growth and development.

Photo by Andy Feliciotti on Unsplash
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Winning the Battle: Free Webinar
By Karen Painter, NCCW Representative to RAAP
"Winning The Battle": Religious Alliance Against
Pornography
Free one hour live Webinar on November 10, 2020
at 12 Noon EST
This webinar will present the reality of the pornography problem among teens and young adults within
the faith community. Each presenter will share a real
story of someone who has faced the challenge and
found victory. A broad array of topics will be covered, including:


The Scope and Seriousness Of The Problem



Technology— Blessings And Challenges



The Messages of Pornography About Sex, Intimacy And Marriage



It Is Not Your Dad's Playboy



God's Better Story And Messages



Victory Is Not About Do's And Don'ts But About
The Spiritual Battle



Accountability Partnerships And Support Groups



The Power of Confession And Repentance



The Role of Prayer And Scripture



Brain Science And Addiction



The Importance of Personal Victory For
Leaders



The Reality: Pornography today is far
more violent and damaging than what
most adults understand

The Problem: Few parents or faith leaders ever
address the beauty of human sexuality and the
dangers of pornography.
The Solution: Faith community leaders, in cooperation with parents, need to share the truth
that God has the better story of sex, intimacy and
marriage.

To register for the FREE webinar, CLICK HERE.

Photo by Caspar Camille Rubin on
Unsplash
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Are You Ready?
By Jane Carter, NCCW Supporting Member
When your parish fully reopens again—
when parish life returns to in-person
meetings and gatherings—will your CCW
be ready? We have a unique opportunity
to reach out to women who have a renewed longing for spiritual community,
sisterhood and outreach in Christian service. Do you have a plan?
This is one of those ‘moments’ when you
can grow your Council membership because the Council of Catholic Women
offers everything the women of your parish are looking for. Start with these three
steps and brainstorm, be creative and
make it your own.

1.

2.

INVOCATION! We are women of prayer—use it! Use your CCW e-prayer chain
or call the members of your prayer circle. Start now and keep it up. Pray for
the growth and success of your organization, changing the message to reflect
feast days of saints, familiar and not so
well known.
INVITE, INVITE, INVITE! Not just one
way, but every way. Use the parish bulletin with a catchy phrase and information. Use the parish website, Flocknote memos, Facebook page and all
media outlets available to you—
including the NCCW logo or OLGC icon
to brand your message. And always,
speak to every woman you can with
that all-important personal invitation.

Photo by Christina @ wocintechchat.com on
Unsplash

3.

INVOLVEMENT! The goal is always
active involvement in your CCW
group. Successfully achieving any
goal requires a good plan—so I ask
you again—are you ready for this
unique opportunity to offer all the
women of your parish a spiritual
community, sisterhood and outreach in Christian service?
Are you ready?

