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Help us build a future full of hope!

This year's focus for our parish’s Mission Cooperative program is the Colegio Anexo San Francisco de Asis (CASFA)-a
school for children and youth from low-income families in a disadvantaged sector of Bogota, Colombia founded 35 years ago by the
Sisters of St. Francis of Rochester, MN.

“Colombia is one of the most inequitable countries in the world. Poverty in the country is pervasive. After fifty years of civil war,
violence has led to the world’s highest number of internally displaced people (6.9 million), followed by Syria (6.6 million) and Iraq (4.4
million) [UN Refugee Agency]. Decades of migration have led to the establishment of vast slums, or “invasion” neighborhoods, at the
outskirts of the country’s largest cities. Lack of good quality education has been responsible for the perpetuation of inequalities and
violence in the country.

“Since 1985, CASFA has been educating children from El Codito, a slum partly built in a natural reserve zone unfit for construction,
located in the northeastern mountains of Bogota. Those of us who have been working in the sector for decades have witnessed the
school’s positive healing influence on the neighborhood, often acting as the only viable alternative to gangs and drug dealing for its
vulnerable youth. It is essential to maintain and expand CASFA’s presence and influence in this neighborhood as an example of
opportunity and hope.” [Testimony by Dr. Angela Pinz6n, medical doctor and university professor specializing in international public health]

The “miracle” of CASFA is that it has grown up from a simple school-after-school for hundreds of children without access to any
school to a full PreK-12 school with an excellent reputation for quality education. Graduating seniors test out at the highest (A+) level
of all national schools and 85% of them go on to higher education.

The students receive a well-integrated formation; in addition to the strong academics, they develop and live out of Franciscan values,
demonstrating genuine leadership skills and a commitment to the needs of their local community. As one graduate put it, “Thanks to
my school, | have experienced the power that education has to break the multi-dimensional cycle of poverty and structural violence.
All that | am began at CASFA, in an absolutely richly human educational experience, thanks to the incredible teachers | had that
animated me to break my own barriers....” (words of a woman graduate who studied on scholarships all the way through a Ph.D. in education from the Sorbonne in
paris) The reality we experience is that the quality education of a child helps the improvement of his or her entire nuclear family.

But here’s the rub: The parents of our students, given their financial situations, can only respond for roughly 10% of the
actual cost of educating their child. This means that we must look for generous persons like YOURSELVES to help us
make up the 90% difference! Today’s second collection contributes directly to this cause. An even greater help to us is if
you choose to become a “godparent” of an individual student, committing to make a regular monthly donation to this child’s
educational expenses. If your heart is moved to follow through on this, please send an email to Sister Carolina Pardo, OSF, one of
our CASFA staff members, at pardomc@hotmail.com and she will provide you with details and assign one of our students to you.

THANK YOU for considering us in your own personal contribution to building a better world —
may God BLESS you for your care and generosity!  + the Rochester Franciscans in Bogota

For further information see www.casfa.edu.co
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